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PRESIDENT WILSON’S APPEAL FOR 
IMPARTIALITY AND RESTRAINT IN_ DIS- 
CUSSING THE WAR 


My FEeLtLow-CouNnTRYMEN: I suppose that every thoughtful man in 
America has asked himself during the last troubled weeks what influence 
the European war may exert upon the United States, and I take the liberty 
of addressing a few words to you in order to point out that it is entirely 
within our own choice what its effects upon us will be and to urge very 
earnestly upon you the sort of speech and conduct which will best safe- 
guard the nation against distress and disaster. 

The effect of the war upon the United States will depend upon what 
American citizens say or do. Every man who really loves America will 
act and speak in the true spirit of neutrality, which is the spirit of impar- 
tiality and fairness and friendliness to all concerned. The spirit of the 
nation in this critical matter will be determined largely by what individ- 
uals and society and those gathered in public meetings do and say, upon 
what newspapers and magazines contain, upon what our ministers utter 
in their pulpits and men proclaim as their opinions on the streets. 

The people of the United States are drawn from many nations, and 
chiefly from the nations now at war. It is natural and inevitable that 
there should be the utmost variety of sympathy and desire among them 
with regard to the issues and circumstances of the conflict. Some will 
wish one nation, others another, to succeed in the momentous struggle. 
It will be easy to excite passion and difficult to allay it. Those respon- 
sible for exciting it will assume a heavy responsibility; responsibility for 
no less a thing than that the people of the United States, whose love of 
their country and whose loyalty to its Government should: unite them 
as Americans all, bound in honor and affection to think first of her and 
her interests, may be divided in camps of hostile opinions, hot against 
each other, involved in the war itself in impulse and opinion, if not in 
action. Such diversions among us would be fatal to our peace of mind 
and might seriously stand in the way of the proper performance of our 
duty as the one great nation at peace, the one people holding itself ready 
to play a part of impartial mediation and speak the counsels of peace 
and accommodation, not as a partisan, but as a friend. 

I venture, therefore, my fellow-countrymen, to speak a solemn word of 
warning to you against that deepest, most subtle, most essential breach of 
neutrality which may spring out of partisanship, out of passionately taking 
sides. The United States must be neutral in fact as well as in name 
during these days that are to try men’s souls. We must be impartial 
in thought as well as in action, must put a curb upon our sentiments 
as well as upon every transaction that might be construed as a preference 
of one party to the struggle before another. 








My thought is of America. I am speaking, I feel sure, the earnest 
wish and purpose of every thoughtful American that this great country of 
ours, which is, of course, the first in our thoughts and in our hearts, should 
show herself in this time of peculiar trial a nation fit beyond others to 
exhibit the fine poise of undisturbed judgment, the dignity of self-control, 
the efficiency of dispassionate action, a nation that neither sits in judg- 
ment upon others nor is disturbed in her own counsels and which keeps 
herself fit and free to do what is honest and disinterested and truly 
serviceable for the peace of the world. 

Shall we not resolve to put upon ourselves the restraint which will 
bring to our people the happiness and the great and lasting influence for 
peace we covet for them? 


WOODROW WILSON. 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 
August 18, 1914. 
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No. 102. M. Paléologue, French Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, to M. 
René Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


St. Petersburgh, July 30, 1914. 

M. Sazonof, to whom I comn lunicated your desire that every military 
measure that could offer Germany the pretext for general mobilisation 
should be avoided, answered that in the course of last night the General 
Staff had suspended all measures of military precaution so that there 
should be no misunderstanding. Yesterday the Chief of the Russian Gen- 
eral Staff sent for the Military Attaché of the German Embassy and gave 
him his word of honour that the mobilisation ordered this morning was 
exclusively directed against Austria. 

Nevertheless, Je an interview which he had this afternoon with Count 
Pourtalés, M. Sazonof was forced to the conclusion that Germany does not 
wish to pronounce at Vienna the decisive word which would safeguard 


seal 
‘he Emperor Nicholas has received the same impression from an 


f 


cace. 
= hange of telegrams which he has just had personally with the Emperor 
William. 

Moreover, the Russian General Staff and Admiralty have received dis- 
on concerning the preparations of the German army 





qeesing iniorn 
and navy. 

In giving me this information M. Sazonof added that the Russian Gov- 
ernment are continuing none the less their efforts reales conciliation. 
He repeated to me: ‘“‘I shall continue to negotiate until the last moment.”’ 


PALEOLOGUE 
No. 103. M. Paléologue, French Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, to M. 


René Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Fe ‘St. Petersburgh, July 30, 1914. 
Che German Ambassador came to-night and again urged on M. Sazonof, 


but in less categorical terms, that Russia should cease her military prepara 
tions, and affirmed that Austria would not infringe the territorial integrity 
of Servia 

“Tt is not only the territorial integrity of Servia which we must safe 


guard,”’ answered M. Sazonof, ‘‘but also her independence and her sov 
erelgnty. We cannot allow Servia to becom >a vassal of Austria.”’ 

M. Sazonof added: ‘The situation is too serious for me not to tell 
all that is in my mind. By intervening at St. Petersburgh while she re- 


fuses to intervene at Vienna, Germany is only seeking to gain time so as 
g tog 


to allow Austria to crush the little Servian kingdom before Russia can come 
to its aid. But the Emperor Nicholas is so anxious to prevent war that 
[am going to make a new proposal to you in his name 


“If Austria, recognising that her dispute with Servia has assumed thi 
character of a question of European interest, declares herself ready to 
eliminate from her ultimatum the clauses which are o CARO ae to the sover- 
eignty of Servia, Russia undertakes to stop all military preparations.”’ 

Count Pourtalés promised to support this prope al with his Govern- 


ment, 








In the mind of M. Sazonof, the acceptance of this proposal by Austria 
would have, as a logical corollary, the opening of a discussion by the Powers 
in London. 

Russian Government again show by their attitude that they are 
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neglecting nothing in order to stop the conflict. 


No. 104. M. Dumaine, French Ambassador at Vienna, to M. René 
Viviani, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Vienna, July 30, 1914. 


ation made yesterday by the Russian Ambass. 





In spite of the communi 











dor to seve! his colleagues, among them the German heubaeuaden 
with reference to the partial mobilisation in his country, the Vienna press 
refrained from publishing t ( is enforced silence _ just been 
explained at an interview of great ir nce between M. Schebeko and 
Count Berchtold, v examine h the present for nical le diffi- 
culties with equal readiness to apply to them mutually acceptable solution 
M. Schebeko explained that only obiect of the itary prepara, 


‘ Au and to 
indicate the intention and the right of the Tsar ong ste Ae bie Gea an 
the settlement of the Servian question. The steps towards mobilisation 
answ 1 Cou Berchtold, have no aggressive intention 
and are only directed towards maintaining the situation as it stands. On 


both sides endeavours will be made to prevent these measures from being 
interpreted as signs of hostilit 

With a view to settling the Austro-Servian dispute it was agreed that 
pourparlers should be resumed at St. Petersburgh between M. Sazonof 
and Count Szapary: they had only been interrupted owing to a misunder 


+ 
l 
1 1 1 ) 


standing, as Count Berchtold thought that the Russian Minister for For 
eign Affait ed that the Austrian representative should be given 
powers which would allow him to modify the terms of the Austrian ulti 
matum. Count Szdpary will only be authorised to discuss what settle- 
ment would be compatible with the dignity and prestige for which both 








Empire had eq 1al concern 
It would therefore for the moment be in this direct form, and only 
bet we the two most interested Powers, that the discussion which Sir 


Edward Grey proposed to entrust to the four Powers not directly interested 


oir M Ce B ert. who wa with me, at once de lared to M. Schebeko 
that the Foreign Office would entirely approve of this new procedure, 
Repeating the statement he made at the Ballplatz, the Russian Ambassa 
dor stated that his Government would take a much broader view than was 
generally supposed of the demands of the Monarchy; M. Schebeko did 
everything to convince Count Berchtold of the sincerity of Russia's desire 


to arrive at an agreement which would be acceptable to the two Empire 
- rvi vas carried on in a friendly tone and gave reason tor 
thinking that all chan of localising the dispute were not lost, when the 
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No. 105. M. Jules Cambon, French Ambassador at Berlin, to M. René 
Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Berlin, July 30, 1914. 

Herr von Jagow telephoned to me at 2 o'clock that the news of the 
German mobilisation which had spread an hour before was false, and asked 
me to inform you of this urgently; the Imperial Government is confiscating 
the extra editions of the papers which announced it. But neither this 
communication nor these steps diminish my apprehension with regard to 
the plans of Germany. 

It seems certain that the Extraordinary Council held yesterday even- 
ing at Potsdam with the military authorities under the presidency of the 
Emperor decided on mobilisation, and this explains the preparation of the 
special edition of the Lokal Anzetger, but that from various causes (the 
declaration of England that she reserved her entire liberty of action, the 
exchange of telegrams between the Tsar and William II.) the serious meas- 
ures which had been decided upon were suspended. 

One of the Ambassadors with whom I have very close relations saw 
Herr von Zimmermann at 2 o’clock. According to the Under-Secretary 
of State the military authorities are very anxious that mobiliensiog should 
be ordered, because every delay makes Germany lose some of her advan- 


tages. Nevertheless up to the present the haste of the General Staff, 
which sees war in mobilisation, had been successfully ee In any 
case mobilisation may be decided upon at any moment. I do not know 


who has iss sed in the Lokal . lnzeiger, a paper which is usu: illy semi-official, 
premature news calculated to cause excitement in France. 

Further, I have the strongest reasons to believe that all the measures 
for mol ilisatio n which can be taken before the publication of the general 
order of mobilisation have already been taken here, and that they are 
anxious here to make us publish our mobilisation first in order to attribute 
the responsibility to us 


JULES CAMBON. 


No. 106. M. René Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, to M. Paul Cambon, French Ambassador at London. 


Paris, July 30, 1914. 

Please inform Sir E. Grey of the following facts concerning French and 
German military preparations. England will see from this that if France 
is resolved, it is not she who is taking aggressive steps. 

You will direct the attention of Sir E. Grey to the decision taken by 
the Council of Ministers this morning; although Germany has made her 
covering dispositions a few hundred metres from the frontier along the 
whole front from Luxemburg to the Vosges, and has transported her 
covering troops to their war positions, we have kept our troops ten kilo- 
metres from the frontier and forbidden them to approach nearer. 

Our plan, conceived in the spirit of the offensive, pro ided, however, 
that the fighting positions of our covering troops should be as near to the 
frontier as poss sible. By leaving a strip of territory undefended against 
sudden aggression of the enemy, the Government of the Republic hopes to 
prove that France does not bear, any more than Russia, the responsibility 
tor the attack. 

In or ler to be convinced of a it is sufficient to compare the steps 
taken on the two sides of our frontier; in France, soldiers who were on 
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leave were not recalled until we were certain that Germany had done so 
five days before. 

In Germany, not only have the garrison troops of Metz been pushed 

up to the frontier, but they have been reinforced by units transported by 
train from garrisons of the interior such as Treves or Cologne; nothing like 
this has been done in France. 
The arming of positions on the frontier (clearing of trees, placing of 
armament, construction of batteries and protection of railway junctions) 
was begun in Germany on Saturday, the 25th; with us it is going to be 
begun, for France can no longer refrain from taking similar measures. 

The railway stations were occupied by the military in Germany on 
Saturday, the 25th; in France on Tuesday, the 28th. 

Finally, in Germany the reservists by tens of thousands have been 
recalled by individual summons, those living abroad (the classes of 1903 
to 1911) have been recalled, the officers of reserve have been summoned: 
in the interior the roads are closed, motor-cars only circulate with permits. 
It is the last stage before mobilisation. None of these measures have been 
taken in France. 

The German army has its outposts on our frontier; on two occasions 
yesterday German patrols penetrated our territory. The whole 16th 

orps from Metz, reinforced by part of the 8th from Treves and 
Cologne, occupies the frontier from Metz to Luxemburg; the 15th army 
corps from Strassburg is massed on the f , 
of being shot, the ir 


Alsace-Lorraine are forbidden to cross tl 





RENE VIVIAN] 


No. 107. M. Jules Cambon, French Ambassador at Berlin, to M. René 
Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Berlin, July 30, 1914 
The British Ambassador has not been informed of Germany's reply to 
Sir E. Grey’s request. He told me that Berlin had consulted Vienna and 
was still waiting to hear from her ally. 

My Russian colleague has just told me that Herr von Jagow (to whom 
Count Pourtalés had communicated the conciliatory formula suggested by 
M. Sazonof for an Austro-Russian understanding) had just told him that 
he found this proposal unacceptable to Austria, thus showing the negative 


tion of German diplomacy at Vienna. 


1 
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JULES CAMBON. 


No. 108. M. Paul Cambon, French Ambassador at London, to M. René 
Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


London, July 30, 1914. 
Prince Lichnowsky has not brought any reply to the request addressed 
to him by Sir E. Grey yesterday to obtain from the German Government 
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a formula for the intervention of the four Powers in the interest of peace. 
But my German colleague questioned the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs about the military preparations of England 

Sir E. Grey replied that they were not of an offensive character, but 


that in the present state of affairs on the continent it was natural to take 
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some precautions; that in England, as in France, there was a desire to 
maintain peace, and that if in England, as in France, defensive measures 
were under consideration, it was not with the object of making any 
aggression. 

The information which your Excelleney has addressed to me on the 
subject of the military measures taken by Germany on the French fron- 
tier gave me the opportunity of remarking to Sir E. Grey that it is no 
longer a question of a conflict of influence between Russia and Austria- 
Hungary, but that there is a risk of an act of aggression which might 
provoke general war. 

Sir E. Grey understood my feelings perfectly, and he thinks, as I do, 
that the moment has come to consider and discuss together every hy- 


pothesi ° 
PAUL CAMBON. 


No. 109. M. Jules Cambon, French Ambassador at Berlin, to M. René 
Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Berlin, July 30, 1914. 

In the interview which I had to-day with the Secretary of State, I 
asked Herr von Jagow what reply he had made to Sir E. Grey, who had 
asked him to draw up himself the formula for the intervention of the dis- 
interested Powers. 

He answered that ‘‘to gain time,’’ he had decided to act directly, and 
that he had asked Austria to tell him the ground on which conversations 
might be opened with her. This answer has the effect, under a pretext of 
proceeding more quickly, of eliminating England, France and Italy, and 
of entrusting to Herr von Tschirscky, whose Pan-German and Russophobe 
sentiments are well known, the duty of persuading Austria to adopt a 
conciliatory attitude. 

Herr von Jagow then spoke to me of the Russian mobilisation on the 
Austrian frontier; he told me that this mobilisation compromised the suc- 
cess of all intervention with Austria, and that everything depended on it. 
He added that he feared that Austria would mobilise completely as a 
result of a partial Russian mobilisation, and this might cause as a counter- 
measure complete Russian mobilisation and consequently that of Germany. 

[ pointed out to the Secretary of State that he had himself told me that 
Germany would only consider herself obliged to mobilise if Russia mobil- 
ised on her German frontiers, and that this was not being done. He replied 
that this was true, but that the heads of the army were insisting on it, for 
every delay is a loss of strength for the German army, and “‘that the words 
of which I reminded him did not constitute a firm engagement on his 
part.”’ 
The impression which I received from this conversation is that the 


chances ¢ [ peace have again decreased. 


JULES CAMBON. 


No. 110. M. Paul Cambon, French Ambassador at London, to M. René 
Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


London, July 31, I9g14. 
At the beginning of our conversation to-day Sir E. Grey told me that 


Prince Lichnowsky had asked him this morning if England would observe 
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neutrality in the conflict which is at hand. The Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs replied that, if the conflict became general, England would 
not be able to remain neutral, and especially that if France were involved 
England would be drawn in. 

I then asked Sir E. Grey concerning the Cabinet Council which took 
place this morning. He replied that after having examined the situation, 
t Cabinet had thought that for the moment the British Government 
were unable to guarantee to us their intervention, that they intended to 
take steps to obtain from Germany and France an understanding to respect 
Belgian neutrality, but that before considering intervention it was neces- 
ary to wait for the situation to develop. 

I asked Sir E. Grey if, before intervening, the British Government 
would await the invasion of French territory. I insisted on the fact that 
the measures already taken on our frontier by Germany showed an inten- 
tion to attack in the near future, and that, if a renewal of the mistake of 
in 1870 was to be avoided, England should consider at once the 
tances in which she would give France the help on which she relied. 
E. Grey replied that the opinion of the Cabinet had only been formed 
on the situation at the moment, that the situation might be modified, and 
that in that case a meeting of the Cabinet would be called together at once 











hom I saw on leaving the room of the Secretary of 
State, told me that the Cabinet would meet again to-morrow, and confi- 
y gave me to understand that the Secretary of State for Foreign 
ould be certain to renew the discussion. 

ing to your instructions, I have taken the necessary steps to 
hat the autograph letter which the President of the Republic has 
1 -d to His Majesty the King of England should be given to the 
King this evening. This step, which will certainly be communicated to 
the Prime Minister to-mbrrow morning, will, I am sure, be taken into 
erious consideration by the British Cabinet. 








JULES CAMBON. 


No. 111. M. Mollard, French Minister at Luxemburg, to M. René 
Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Luxemburg, July 31, 1914. 
he Minister of State has just left the Legation; he has just told me 
that the Germans have closed the bridges over the Moselle at Schengen 
and at Remich with vehicles and the bridge at Wormeldange with ropes. 
The bridges at Wasserbillig and at D’Echternach over the Stare have not 
ween closed, but the Germans no longer allow the export from Prussia 


r 
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rn, Cattle or motor Cars. 
M. Eyschen requested me—and this was the real object of his visit— 
to ask you for an official declaration to the effect that France will, in case 
of war, respect the neutrality of Luxemburg. When I asked him if he had 
received a similar declaration from the German Government, he told me 
that he was going to the German Minister to get the same declaration. 
Postscript.—Up to the present no special measure has been taken by 
the Cabinet of Luxemburg. M. Eyschen has returned from the German 


Legation. He complained of the measures showing suspicion which were 


taken against a neutral neighbour. The Minister of State has asked the 
German Minister for an official declaration from his Government under- 
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er, 
i : 


taking to respect the neutrality. Herr Von Buch is stated to have replied, 
“That is a matter of irse, but it would be necessary for the French Gov- 


. + _ 1 oe Leaen 
ernment to giv 12 undertaking. 


MOLLARD. 











No. 112. M. René Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, to the French Ambassadors at London, St. Petersburgh, 
Berlin, Vienna, and Rome. 
Paris, July 31, 1914. 
British Ambassador has handed me a note from his Government 
a French Government to support a proposal at St. Petersburgh 
for peaceful solution of the Austro-Servian conflict. 
that the German Ambassador has informed Sir E. 
( Gov t t ry to exercise influence on the 
\ Hur (; é ‘ r the cap I oO! Belgrade ind the 
rade ron the ier in order to obtain a 
1 ise not t r, while the Powers endeavoured to secure 
that Servia ¢ ifficient satisfaction to Austria; the occupied 
tet 1 W ld be « ed 4 OTL a e had re ived tisfa tion. 
= t 29th Jul expressed the 
! ( ed ¢ l sid Alt! 
the Russian A lor at London has informed the Secretary of State 
that he fears t t R in condition (1f Austria, recognising that her 
conflict wn ; l ) L ti character of a que iton of European 
int . declare } 1d to eliminate from her ultimatum the points 
d r the princip f Servian soveretgnty, Russia undertakes to 
, } é Sir E. Grey thinks that, 
\ t e < f Bel i the Ri an 
( ( f eir for ( ing way 
I Ser 1 give complet 
\ el ne ing the verel ty or indepen- 
( of 1 I Austria, after occupying Belgrade and 
? t hould declare het ‘eady, in the 
1 | 1ivance ind to dl Ss now al irrangs 
R . could also consent t e di ion and 
L he ions, provided that the other Powers acted 
In accordance with the request of Sir E. Grey, the French Government 
he Engh uggestion, and in the following terms asked their 
it. St. Peter h to try to obtain, without delay, the assent 
x ( nt 
Please infort [. Sazonof urgently that the suggestion of Sir E. Grey 
to1 | il basis for conversation between the Powers, 


who are equally desirous of working for an honourable arrangement of the 
Austro-Servian conflict, and of averting in this manner the dangers which 


threaten genera pe 
The plan Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, by 
stopping the advance of thi ian army and by entrusting to the Powers 


the duty of examining how via could give full satisfaction to Austria 
without endangering the sov gn rights and the independence of the 
Kingdom, by thus affording Russia a means of suspending all military 


preparatiot while Ui ther Powers are to act in the same way, 1 calcu- 











lated equally to give satisfaction to Russia and to Austria and to provide 
for Servia an acceptable means of issue from the present difficulty. 

‘I would ask you carefully to be guided by the foregoing considerations 
in earnestly pressing M. Sazonof to give his adherence without delay to 
the proposal of Sir E. Grey, of which he will have been himself informed.” 


RENE VIVIANIL 


No. 113. M. Paléologue, French Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, to M. 
René Viviani, President of the bana Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
Petersburgh, July 31, 1914. 

The news of - bombardment of Be coal » during the night and morn- 

ing of yesterday has provoked very deep feeling in Russia. One cannot 

understand the attitt ae of Austria, whose provocations since the begin- 

ning of the crisis have regularly followed Russia’s attempts at conciliation 

he satisfactory conversations exchanged between St. Petersburgh 





Nevertheless, desirous of leaving nothing undone in order to prove his 
desire to safeguard peace, M. et informs me that he has 
modified his formula, as requested by the British Ambassador, in the fol- 
‘If Austria consents to stay the march of her troops on Servian terri- 
tory, at id if, recognising that the Austro-Servian conflict has assumed the 
character of a question of European interest, she admits that the great 
Powers may examine the satisfaction which Servia can accord to the 
Austro-Hungarian Government, without injury to her sovereign rights 
as a State and to her independence, Russia undertakes to preserve her 


waiting attitude.”’ P 
PALEOLOGUE. 


No. 114. M. René Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, to the French Ambassadors at London, St. Petersburgh, 
Berlin, Vienna, Rome, and Constantinople. 


Paris, July 31, 1914. 
The efforts made up till now concurrently by England and Russia 
with the earnest support of France (obtained in advance for every peace- 
ful effort) with the object of a direct understanding between Vienna and 
St. Petersburgh, or of the mediation of the four Powers in the most appro- 
priate form, are being united to-day; Russia, giving a fresh proof of her 
desire for an understanding, has hastened to re ply to the first appearance 
of an overture made by Germany since the beginning of the crisis (as to 
the conditions on which Russia would stop her military preparations) by 
indicating a formula, and then modifying it in accordance with the request 
England; there ought to be hope, therefore, negotiations having also 
been begun again between the Russian and Austrian Ambassadors, that 
English mediation will complete at London that which is being attempted 

by direct negdtiations at Vienna and St. Petersburgh. 
Nevertheless, the constant attitude of Germany who, since the begin- 
ning of the conflict, while ceaselessly protesting to each Power her peace- 
ful intentions, has actually, | yy her dilatory or negative attitude, caused 
the failure of all attempts at agreement, and has not ceased to encourage 
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gh her Ambassador the uncompromising attitude of Vienna; the 
an military preparations begun since the 25th July and subsequently 
nued without ce ssation; the immediate opposition of Germany to the 
ian formula, declared at Berlin inacceptable for Austria before that 
had even been consulted; in conclusion, all the impressions derived 
from Berlin bring conviction that Germany has sought to humiliate 
Russia, to disintegrate the Triple Entente, and if these results could not 
be obtained, to make war. 








RENE VIVIANI. 


No. 115. M. Dumaine, French Ambassador at Vienna, to M. René 
Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Vienna, July 31, 1914. 
neral mobilisation for all men from 19 to 42 years of age was declared 
is Austro-Hungarian Government this morning at 1 o'clock. 
My Russian colleague still thinks that this step is not entirely in con- 
tradiction to the declaration made yesterday by Count Berchtold. 


DUMAINE. 


No. 116. M. Jules Cambon, French Ambassador at Berlin, to M. René 
Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Berlin, July 31, 1914. 
Herr von Jagow sent for me and has just told me that he was very 
sorry to inform me that in face of the total mobilisation of the Russian 
army, Germany, in the interest of the security of the Empire, found her- 
self obliged to take serious precautionary measures. What is called 
“Kniegsgefahrzustand”’ (the state of danger of war) has been declared, 
and this allows the authorities to proclaim, if they deem it expedient, a 


state of siege, to suspend some of the public services, and to close the 
frontier 

At the same time a demand is bei ing made at St. Petersburgh that they 
should demobilise, as well on the Austrian as on the German side, other- 


wise Germany would be obliged to mobilise on her side. Herr von Jagow 
told me that Herr von Schoen had been instructed to inform the French 
Government of the resolution of the Berlin Cabinet and to ask them what 
attitude they intended to adopt. 


JULES CAMBON. 


No. 117. M. René Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, to M. Paléologue, French Ambassador at St. Petersburgh. 
Paris, July 31, 1914. 

he German Government decided at mid-day to take all military 


measures implied by the state called ‘‘state of danger of war.” 

[In communicating this decision to me at 7 o'clock this evening, Baron 
von Schoen added that the Government required at the same time that 
Russia should demobilise. If the Russian Government has nct given a 


103 














( Germa W e in her t 
e Ue At or that I } I 1 
| total 1 lisation of the Russian ind navy 
! ked a e reason ev 
ey ing tT -d \ 
en ed 1 in the name G I 
Pr 4 e ll e ol wari We ( 
‘ W O for my reply t Satur- 
: ca , anv statement ti ; > 
« ( « Re At | ne¢ 1 1 i 
er all 
M I 1 ( la A 3] \ 
Imperial Gove nt, 1 
) } 7 ) / mn" + 
ct 
RENE VIVIANI 


No. 118. M. Paléologue, French Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, to M. 


René Viviani, 


President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
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No. 119. M. Klobukowski, French Minister at Brussels, to M. René 
Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


the 


31, IQ! 


Brussels, July 








L’A e Havas having a ced that the tate f danger ¢ war” 
l in Gert n told M. Davignor it I could i 
€ € m tne Rey i would respect the ne lity 
Belgi 
ry} I r Foreign Aff replied that the Government the 
Ki id aly thoug that t would be so, and thanked m« The 
R 1 M and the British Minister, whom I saw subsequently, 


pleased that in the circumstances I gave this assurance, 


h further, the English Minister told me, was in accordance with 
leclaration of Sir E. Grey. ij 


KLOBUKOWSKI 


104 


g i 


CHAPTER VI. 


DECLARATION OF WAR BY GERMANY ON RUSSIA (SATURDAY, 
AUGUST 1, AT 7.10 P.M.); AND ON FRANCE (MONDAY, 
AUGUST 3, AT 6.45 P.M.). 


No. 120. M. René Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, to the French Ambassadors at London, St. Peters- 
burgh, Berlin, Vienna, Rome. 
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Austria should stop her operations in Servia. 








portant i 1 | 

7. 1 from these facts is that Austria would at last show 
hers« » ( e to an agreement, just as the Ru n Government 1 
ready to enter into negotiations on the basis of the English proposal. 

Ur 1 ly these arrangements which allowed one to hope for a 
peaceful solution appear, in fact, to have been rendered useless by tl 
attitude of Germany. This Power has in fact presented an ultimatum 
giving the Russian Government twelve hours in which to agree to the 
demobilisation of their forces not only as against Germany, but also a 


1 


against Austria; this time-limit expires at noon. The ultimatum is not 
accepted } 


a 
justified, for Russia the English proposal which implies a 
cessation of military preparation by all the Power 
The attitude of Germany proves that she wis! for war. And she 
wishes for it against France. Yesterday when Hert Schoen came to 


the Quai d'Orsay to ask what att e France proj i to take in case of 














a Ru German conflict, the German Ambassador, although there has 
b t dispute between France and Germany, and although from 
t] ning of the crisis we have used all our efforts for a peaceful solu- 
tion and are still continuing to do so, added that he asked me to present 
his respe and thanks to the President of the Republic, and asked that 
we would be good enough to make arrangements as to him personally 
(des dispositions pour sa propre personne); we know also that he has already 
put t irchives of the Embassy in safety. This attitude of breaking off 
liplomatic relations without any direct dispute, and although he has not 
ee 


1 any definitely negative answer, is characteristic of the 
Germany to make war against France. The want of sincerity in 
eful protestations is shown by the rupture which she is for¢ ing 


upon Europe at a time when Austria had at last agreed with Russia to 


determina- 





begin negotiations. 


RENE VIVIANI. 


No. 121. M. Jules Cambon, French Ambassador at Berlin, to M. René 
Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Berlin, August I, 1914. 


issian colleague received yesterday evening two telegrams from 
M. Sazonof advising him that the Austrian Ambassador at St. Petersburgh 
had ex} 1 that his Government was ready to discuss the note t 





(piained 

the Russian Government even as to its basis; M. Sazonof answered 
that in his opinion these conversations should take place in London. 

The ultimatum to Russia can only do away with the last chances of 











eS 
pe which these conversations still seemed to leave. The question may 
b ked whether in such circumstances the acceptance by Austria was 

( and had not the object of throwing the responsibility of the con- 
fl n » Russia. 

My British colleague during the night made a pressing appeal to Herr 
von Jagow’s feelings of humanity. The latter answered that the matter 
had gone too far and that they must wait for the Russian answer to the 
( 1atum. But he told Sir Edward Goschen that the ultimatum 
1 t the R hould countermand their mobilisation,” not 
( ist Germany but also as against Austria; my Br oll 
W tonished at this, and said that it did not seem possible for 
R ept this last point 

iItimatum | at the very moment eement 
‘ t to be « between Vienna and St. Petersburgh, is 
cl her w i 

ynflict tween Russia and Austria only, and Ger- 

n ily inters illy of Austria; in these ci mstances, 

a f Powers which were interested as principals were prepared for 

Cl ons, it is impossible to understand why G iny should send 

an matum to Russia instead of continuing like all the other Powers to 
v for a peaceful solution, unless she desired war on her own account. 
J. CAMBON. 
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No. 122. M. René Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, to the French Ambassadors at London, Berlin, and 
to the French Minister at Brussels. 


Paris, August I, I9I4. 

The British Ambassador, under the instructions of his Government, 
came to ask me what would be the attitude of the French Government as 
regards Belgium in case of conflict with Germany. 

I stated that, in accordance with the assurance which we had repeatedly 
given the Belgian Government, we intended to respect their neutrality. 

It would only be in the event of some other Power violating that neu- 
trality that Francé might find herself brought to enter Belgian territory, 
with the object of fulfilling her obligations as a guaranteeing Power. 


RENE VIVIANI. 


No. 123. M. Jules Cambon, French Ambassador at Berlin, to M. René 
Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Berlin, August I, Igr4. 

The British Ambassador has been instructed by his Government to 
make to the German Government a communication identical with that 
which he made to you on the subject of the neutrality of Belgium. 

Herr von Jagow answered that he would take the instructions of the 
Emperor and the Chancellor, but that he did not think an answer could be 
given, for Germany could not disclose her military plans in this way. The 
British Ambassador will see Herr von Jagow to-morrow afternoon. 

J. CAMBON. 


No. 124. M. Barrére, French Ambassador at Rome, to M. René Viviani, 
President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Rome, August I, I914. 

I went to see the Marquis di San Giuliano this morning at half-past 
eight, in order to get precise information from him as to the attitude of 
Italy in view of the provocative acts of Germany and the results which 
they may have. 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs answered that he had seen the Ger- 
man Ambassador yesterday evening. Herr von Flotow had said to him 
that Germany had requested the Russian Government to suspend mobili- 
sation, and the French Government to inform them as to their intentions; 
Germany had given France a time limit of eighteen hours and Russia a 
time limit of twelve hours. 

Herr von Flotow, as a result of this communication, asked what were 
the intentions of the Italian Government. 

The Marquis di San Giuliano answered that as the war undertaken by 
Austria was aggressive and did not fall within the purely defensive char- 
acter of the Triple Alliance, particularly in view of the consequences which 
might result from it according to the declaration of the German Ambassa- 
dor, Italy would not be able to take part in the war. 


BARRERE. 
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No. 125. M. René Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, to the French Ambassadors at London, St. Petersburgh, 
Berlin, Vienna, Rome, Madrid, Constantinople. 


Paris, August I, 1914. 
German Ambassador came to see me again at 11 o’clock this 
iorning. After having recalled to his memory all the efforts made by 
France towards an honourable settlement of the Austro-Servian conflict 
il lifficulty between Austria and Russia which has resulted from it, 
[ put him in possession of the facts as to the pourparlers which have been 











carried on since yesterday: 

1) An English compromise, proposing, besides other suggestions, sus- 
pension of military preparations on the part of Russia, on condition that 
the er Powers should act in the same way; adherence of Russia to this 
pt 

2) Communications from the Austrian Government declaring that 
they did not desire any aggrandisement in Servia, nor even to advance 
into the Sandjak, and stating that they were ready to discuss even the basis 
of the Austro-Servian question at London with the other Powers. 

i drew attention to the attitude of Germany who, abandoning all pour- 
parler resented an ultimatum to Russia at the very moment when this 
Power had just accepted the English formula (which implies the cessation 
of military preparations by all the countries which have mobilised) and 
regare me dipl mati rupture with France 

B » < 1 an ed that he did not know the developments 
whi ad taken place in this matter for the last twenty-four hours, that 

ere was perhaps in them a “glimmer of hope’’ for some arrangement, 
that he had not received any fresh communication from his Government, 
nd t he was going to get information. He gave renewed protestations 
( re desire to 1 his efforts to those of France for arriving at a 
( f the confi iid stress on the serious responsibility which the 





assume if, in circumstances such as these, 





Imperial Governmen I 
they took an initiative which was not justified and of a kind which would 
irremediably compromise peace. 

Baron von Schoen did not allude to his immediate departure and did 
not make any fresh request for an answer to his question concerning the 
attitude of France in case of an Austro-Russian conflict. He confined 
himself to saying of his own accord that the attitude of France was not 


wuld not do to exaggerate the possibilities which may result from 
1y conversation with the German Ambassador for, on their side, the 
Im] i] Government continue the most dangerous preparations on our 
frontier. However, we must not neglect the possibilities, and we should 
not cease to work towards an agreement. On her side France is taking all 
military measures required for protection against too great an advance in 
German military preparations. She considers that her attempts at solu- 
tion will only have a chance of success so far as it is felt that she will be 
ready and resolute if the conflict is forced on her. 


RENE VIVIANI. 
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No. 126. M. Paul Cambon, French Ambassador at London, to M. René 
Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Paris, August I, 1914. 

Sir Edward Grey said to me that, at a meeting this morning, the cabi- 
net had again considered the situation. As Germany had asked England 
to give a declaration of neutrality and had not obtained it, the British 
Government remained masters of their action; this could shape itself in 
accordance with different hypotheses. 

In the first place, Belgian neutrality is of great importance to England. 
France has immediately renewed her engagement to respect it. Germany 
has explained ‘‘that she was not in a position to reply.’’ Sir Edward Grey 
will put the Cabinet in possession of this answer and will ask to be author- 
ised to state on Monday in the House of Commons, that the British Gov- 
ernment will not permit a violation of Belgian neutrality. 

In the second place, the English fleet is mobilised, and Sir Edward Grey 
will propose to his colleague oi he should state that it will oppose the 
passage of the Straits of Dover by the German fleet, or, if the German fleet 





should through (venatent i Te passer), pe deat uny demonstration 
on the French coasts. These two questions will be dealt with at the meet- 


ingon Monday. I drew the attention of the Secretary of State to the points 
that, if during this intervening weed ny incident took place, it was 
. and th: t it would be desirable to think of 





necessary not to allowa 
intervening in time. 
PAUL CAMBON. 


No. 127. M. René Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, to M. Paul Cambon, French Ambassador at London. 


Paris, August I, 1914. 





We warned through several channels th it the German and the 
Austrian Governments are trying at this moment to influence England by 
making her believe that the responsibility for war, if it breaks out, will fall 
on Russia. Efforts are being made to obtain the neutral f England 
y the trutl 
| tial een iE ls with Eng! 1 a al 
has not ceased in co-operation with England to advise modera- 





tion at St. Petersbu 


+} 


advice has been listened to. 
From the beginn , 


izonof has exercised pressure on Servia to 





make her accept all of the ultimatum which were not in- 
compatible with her sovereig ‘ 

_He then engaged in a direct conversation with Austria; this was fresh 
evidence of his conciliatory spirit. Finally he has agreed to allow those 
Powers which are | interested to seek for means of composing the dis- 
pute. 


In accordance with the wish expressed to him by Sir George Buchanan, 
M. Sazonof consented to modify the first formula which he had put forward, 
and he has drawn up a second which is shown not to differ materially from 
the declaration which Count Scézsen made yesterday to M. de Margerie. 
Count Scézsen affirms that Austria has no intention of seeking territorial 
aggran ome nt and does not wish to touch the sovereignty of Servia. 
He expressly adds that Austria has no designs on the Sandjak of Novi- 
Bazar. 

It would then seem that an agreement between Sir Edward Grey's sug- 





1OQ 








gestion, M. Sazonof’s formula and the Austrian declarations couid easily 
be reconciled. 

France is determined, in co-operation with England, to work to the 
very end for the realisation of this. 

But while these negotiations were going on, and while Russia in the 
negotiations showed a goodwill which cannot be disputed, Austria was the 
first to proceed to a general mobilisation. 

Russia has found herself obliged to imitate Austria, so as not to be left 
in an unfavourable position, but all the time she has continued ready to 
negotiate. 

It is not necessary for me to repeat that, so far as we are concerned, we 
will, in co-operation with England, continue to work for the success of these 
pourparlers. 

But the attitude of Germany has made it absolutely compulsory for us 
to make out the order for mobilisation to-day. ? 

Last Wednesday, well in advance of Russian mobilisation, as I have 
already telegraphed to you, Herr von Schoen announced to me the impend- 
1 lication of Kriegsgefahrzustand. This measure has been taken by 
Germany, and under the protection of this screen, she immediately began a 





mobilisation in the a r sense of the word. 
To-day M. Paléologue telegraphed that Count Pourtalés had notified 
the Russian G rovernme nt of German mobilisat ion. 


Information which has been received by the Ministry of War confirms 
the fact that this mobilisation is really in full execution. 

Our decree of mobilisation is then an essential measure of proter tion. 
[he Government have accompanied . by a proclamation meee | by the 
President of the Republic and by all the Ministers, in which they explain 
oa mobilisation is not war, and that in the present state of affairs it is the 
best means for France of safeguarding peace, and that the Government of 
the Republic will redouble their efforts to bring the negotiations to a con- 
pony 

Will you be good enough to bring all these points urgently to the notice 
of Sir Edward Grey, and to point out to him that we have throughout been 
governed by the determination not to commit any act of provocation. 

I am persuaded that in case war were to break out, English opinion 
would see clearly from which side aggression comes, and that it would 
realise the strong reasons which we have given to Sir Edward Grey for 
asking for armed intervention on the part of England in the interest of the 
future of the European balance of power. 


I 
1 
nN 


RENE VIVIANI. 


No. 128. M. Mollard, French Minister at Luxemburg, to M. René Viviani, 
President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Luxemburg, August I, I9I4. 

The Minister of State instructs me to ask from the French Government 
an assurance of neutrality similar to that which has been given to Belgium. 
M. Eyschen has stated that at present, as the declaration in question was 
made to the President of the Council of the Belgian Government by the 
French Minis ter at Brussels, he thought that the same procedure would be 
most suitable with regard to the Grand Duchy. 

This is the reason why he has abstained from making a request direct to 
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the Government of the Republic. As the Chamber of Deputies meets on 
Monday, M, Eyschen wishes to have the answer by that date; a similar 
démarche is being made at the same time with the German Minister at 


Luxemburg. 
MOLLARD. 


No. 129. M. René Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, to M. Mollard, French Minister at Luxemburg. 


Paris, August I, 1914. 

Be good enough to state to the President of the Council that in con- 
formity with the Treaty of London, 1867, the Government of the Republic 
intends to respect the neutrality of the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg, as 
they have shown by their attitude. 

The violation of this neutrality by Germany would, however, be an act 
of a kind which would compel France from that time to be guided in this 
matter by care for her defence and her interests. 


RENE VIVIANI. 


No. 130. M. Jules Cambon, French Ambassador at Berlin, to M. René 
Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Berlin, August I, I914. 
Special editions of newspapers are being distributed in the streets of 
Berlin announcing that the general mobilisation of the army and the navy 
has been decreed and that the first day of the mobilisation is Sunday, 2nd 


August. 
JULES CAMBON. 


No. 131. M. Eyschen, Minister of State for Luxemburg, to M. René 
Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Luxemburg, August 2, I9I4. 

I have the honour to bring to your Excellency’s notice the following 
facts: 

On Sunday, the 2nd August, very early, German troops, according to 
the information which has up to now reached the Grand Ducal Govern- 
ment, penetrated into Luxemburg territory by the bridges of Wasserbillig 
and Remich, and proceeded especially towards the south and in the direc- 
tion of Luxemburg, the capital of the Grand Duchy. A certain number of 
armoured trains with troops and ammunition have been sent along the 
railway line from Wasserbillig to Luxemburg, where their arrival is im- 
mediately expected. These occurrences constitute acts which are mani- 
festly contrary to the neutrality of the Grand Duchy as guaranteed by the 
Treaty of London of 1867. The Luxemburg Government have not failed 
to address an energetic protest against this aggression to the representa- 
tives of His Majesty the German Emperor at Luxemburg. An,identical 
protest will be sent by telegraph to the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs at Berlin. 

The Minister of State, 
President of the Government. 


EYSCHEN. 
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No. 132. M. Mollard, French Minister at Luxemburg, to M. René 
Viviani, President.of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Luxemburg, August 2, 1914. 
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MOLLARD. 


No. 133. Note handed in by the German Ambassador. 
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No. 134. M. Paléologue, French Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, to M. 
René Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


St. Petersburgh, August 2, IgI4. 


Y¢ 1 min even in the evening German Am- 
) M. Z rono! i declarati n ol war | V } i Gove! lime nt; he 
1 r el , ¥ \ 
‘o-Hungarian Ambassador has not received any instructions 
i ( nment as to the declaratio1 war. 


PALEOLOGUE. 


No. 135. M. René Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, to the Representatives of France abroad. 


Paris, August 2, Igt4. 


Ru An r informs me that Germany has just declared 
V Russia, notwithstanding the negotiations which are pre ling, and 
\ H sian . 2 + ] +4 +h 
hen Austria-Hungary was agreeing to dis \ the 
I ¢ ( é nfli vith Servia 


RENE VIVIANI. 
No. 136. M. René Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, to the French Ambassadors at London, St. Peters- 
burgh, Berlin, Vienna, Rome, Madrid, Constantinople. a 4 
Paris, August 2, 1914. 
rning, French territory was violated by German troops at Ciry 
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and near Longwy. They are marching on the fort which bears the latter 
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name. Elsewhere the Custom House at Delle has ‘ed wy 
Finally, German troops have also violated this mo 1 terri 
tory of Luxemburg. 

‘You will at once use this information to lay stress on the fact tt 
German G rnment i mmit itself to a of war against Fran 
without pr ition on our part, or any previous declaration of war, whil 
we |} rupulously respected the z« ne f ten kilometres which we hav 


maintained, even since the mobilisation, between our troops and th 
fronti 


RENE VIVIANI. 


No. 137. M. Paul Cambon, French Ambassador at London, to M. René 
Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


London, August 2, I9I4 
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1867 G duchy, differed fre the Treaty refer to 
Belgi mn va ind to requir e obsé ANCE t 
lat ( issistan f the other guarante: Power 
wh l to L irg all the guaranteeing Powers were to act 
in 

lhe protection of Belgian neutrality is here considered so important 
that Engla: regard its violation by Germany as a casus belli. It isa 
specially English interest and there is no doubt that the British Goverr 
ment, fait | to the traditions of their policy, will insist upon it, even it 
the ‘Id in which German influence is making tenacious effort 
exer ressure to prevent the Government mmitting itself against 


PAUL CAMBON. 


No. 138. M. René Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, to M. Paul Cambon, French Ambassador at London. 


Paris, August 2, 1914. 

I note the points contained in your telegrams of the 27th, 30th, 31st 
July and the 1st August, and in that which you have sent to me to-day. 

In communicating to the Chambers the declaration which Sir Edward 

Grey has made to you, the text of which is contained in your last telegram, 
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I will add that in it we have obtained from Great Britain a first assistance 
which is most valuable to us. 

In addition, I propose to indicate that the help which Great Britain 
intends to give to France for the protection of the French coasts or the 
French merchant marine, will be used in such a way that our navy will also, 
in case of a Franco-German conflict, be supported by the English fleet in the 
Atlantic as well as in the North Sea and Channel. In addition I would 
note that English ports could not serve as places for revictualling for the 
German fleet. 


RENE VIVIANL 


No. 139. M. René Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, to M. Jules Cambon, French Ambassador at Berlin. 


Paris, August 2, I914. 


German troops having to-day violated the eastern frontier at several 
I request you immediately to protest in writing to the German Gov- 





poi 
ernment. You will be good enough to take as your text the following note 
which, in the uncertainty of communications between Paris and Berlin, I 


have addressed directly to the German Ambassador:— 


“The French administrative and military authorities in the 
stern district have just reported several acts which I have in- 
tructed the Ambassador of the Republic at Berlin to bring to 
the knowledge of the Imperial Government. 

‘‘The first has taken place at Delle in the district of Belfort; on 
two occasions the French Customs station in this locality has been 


ty 
fired upon by a detachment of German soldiers. North of Delle 
two German patrols of the 5th mounted Jaegers crossed the 
frontier this morning and advanced to the villages of Joncherey and 
Baron, more than ten kilometres from the frontier. The officer 
who commanded the first has blown out the brains of a French 
oldier. The German cavalry carried off some horses which the 
French mayor of Suarce was collecting and forced the inhabitants 
of the commune to lead the said horses. 
“The Ambassador of the Republic at Berlin has been in- 
ructed to make a formal protest to the Imperial Government 
inst acts which form a flagrant violation of the frontier by Ger- 
in troops in arms, and which are not justified by anything in the 
present situation. The Government of the Republic can only 
ve to the Imperial Government the entire responsibility for 


RENE VIVIANI. 


No. 140. M. Marcelin Pellet, French Minister at the Hague, to M. René 
Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


The Hague, August 3, I914. 


German Minister called yesterday on the Minister for Foreign 
| essit 





Affairs to explain the necessity under which, as he said, Germany was 
plac f violating the neutral territory of Luxemburg, adding that he 
Id } fresh communication to make to him to-day. He has now 
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this morning announced the entry of German troops into Belgium in order, 
as he has explained, to prevent an occupation of that country by France. 


PELLET 


No. 141. M. Klobukowski, French Minister at Brussels, to M. René 
Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Brussels, August 3, I914. 

Yesterday evening the German Minister handed to the Belgian Govern- 
ment an ultimatum stating that his Government, having learnt that tue 
French were preparing for operations in the districts of Givet and of 
Namur, were compelled to take steps, the first of which was to invite the 
Belgian Government to inform them, within seven hours, if they were 
disposed to facilitate military operations in Belgium against France. Ia 
he fortune of war would decide. 


of 48 
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case of retu 

The Government of the King answered that the information as to the 
French movements appeared to them to be inaccurate in view of the 
formal assurance 1 had been given by France, and were still quite 
recent; that Belgium, which since the establishment of her Kingdom, has 
taken every care to assure the protection of her dignity and of her interests, 
and has devoted all her to peaceful development of progress, strongly 
protests against any violation of her territory from whatever quarter it 
may come: and that, supposing the violation takes place, she will know how 
to defend with energy her neutrality, which has been guaranteed by the 


1¢ 
Powers, and notably by the King of Prussia. 
KLOBUKOWSKI. 








No. 142. M. Klobukowski, French Minister at Brussels, to M. René 

Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

Brussels, August 3, I9I4. 

To the assurance which I gave him that if Belgium appealed to the 
guarantee of the Powers against the violation of her neutrality by Germany, 
France would at once respond to her appeal, the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs answered: 

“Tt is with great sincerity that we thank the Government of the Republic 
for the support which it would eventually be able to offer us, but under 
present conditions we do not appeal to the guarantee of the Powers. Ata 
later date the Government of the King will weigh the measures which it 
may be necessary to take.” 


No. 143. M. Paul Cambon, French Ambassador at London, to M. René 
Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


London, August 3, I9I4. 
Sir Edward Grey has authorised me to inform you that you could state 
to Parliament that he was making explanations to the Commons as to the 
present attitude of the British Government, and that the chief of these 
declarations would be as follows:— 
“In case the German fleet came into the Channel or entered 
the North Sea in order to go round the British Isles with the 
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object of attacking the French coasts or the French navy and of 
harassing French merchant shipping, the English fleet would inter- 
vene in order to to French shipping its complete protection, 


1at moment England and Germany would 





in such a way tha 


in a state ol war 
Sir Edward Grey explained to me that the mention of an operation by a 
\ t North Sea implied protection against a demonstration in the 7 
Atlantic Ocean. 

Che declaration concerning the intervention of the English fleet must 


be considered as binding the British Government. Sir Edward Grey has 
issured f this and has added that the French Government were thereby 
iuthorised to inform the Chambers of this. , 

On 1 return to the Embassy I received your telephonic communica- 


tion relating to the German ultimatum addressed to Belgium. I im- 
] nmunicated it to Sir Edward Grey. 


PAUL CAMBON. 


No. 144. M. Paul Cambon, French Ambassador at London, to M. René 
Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


London, August 3, 1914. 





Sir Edward Grey was starting this morning for the meeting of 
( my Gern already en him yesterday, 
im of England did not depend 
Belgian neutrality. Sir Edward Grey refused all conversa- 
) itter 
yerman Ambassador has sent to the press a communiqué saying that 
if England remained neutral Germany would give up all naval operations 


and would not make use of the Belgian coast asa point d’appui. My answer 


is that respecting the coast 1s not respecting the neutrality of the terri- 
tory, and that the German ultimatum 1s already a violation of this 
ne 


PAUL CAMBON. 


No. 145. M. Paul Cambon, French Ambassador at London, to M. René 
Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


London, Augu t 3, 1914. | 
Edward Grey has made the statement regarding the intervention of 


UW adi Lic 


the Eng! fleet. He has explained, in considering the situation, what he 
+} ] 


proposed to do with regard to Belgian neutrality; and the reading of a 
letter from King Albert asking for the support of England has deeply 


VWw1 ii 
stirred the House. 
The House will this evening vote the credit which is asked for; from this 
a 


moment its support is secured to the policy of the Government, and it 


follows public opinion which is declaring itself more and more in our favour. 
PAUL CAMBON. 
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No. 146. M. René Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, to M. Paul Cambon, French Ambassador at London. 
Paris, August 3, I9I4. 

I am told that the German Ambassador is said to have stated to the 
Foreign Office that yesterday morning eighty French officers in Prussian 
uniform had attempted to cross the German frontier in twelve motor cars 
at Walbeck, to the west of Geldern, and that this formed a very serious 
violation of neutrality on the part of France. 

3e good enough urgently to contradict this news which is pure inven- 
tion, and to draw the attention of the Foreign Office to the German cam- 
paign of false news which is beginning. 


RENE VIVIANI. 


No. 147. Letter handed by the German Ambassador to M. René Viviani, 
President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs, during 
his farewell audience, August 3, 1914, at 6.45 p.m. 

















M. le Prési t; 

Phe Ge 1 administrative and military authorities have established a 
certain er of flagrantly hostile acts committed on German territory 
by I l V ay Several of these have openly violated the 
neut um | ng over the territory of that country; one has 
atte ed to de I »V rS near Wesel: othe r have bec n seen in the 
dist: f the Eifel, one has thrown bombs on the railway near Carlsruhe 
and ) 

I am instructed, and I have the honour to inform your 
in the presence of the ggression the Gern 
itself in a state of war with France in consequence of tl 
Powe y 

At 1 ime time I have the honour to bring to the knowledge of your 
Excellency that the German orities will detain French mercantile 
vessels in German port ey will release them if, within forty-eight 
hours, they are assured of complete reciprocity. 

My diplomatic mission having thus come to an end it only remains for 
me to request your Excellency to be good enough to furnish me with my 


passports, and to take the steps you consider suitable to assyre my return 
to Germany, with the staff of the Embassy, as well as with the staff of the 
Bavarian Legation and of the German Consulate General in Paris. 

Be good enough, M. le Président, to receive the assurances of my deep- 


espect. 


est 
(Signed) SCHOEN. 


No. 148. M. René Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, to the French Representatives abroad. 
Paris, August 3, I9I4. 
The German Ambassador has asked for his passports and is leaving this 
evening with the staffs of the Embassy, the German Consulate General 
and the Bavarian Legation. Baron von Schoen has given as his reason the 
establishments by the German administrative and military authorities 
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of acts of hostility which are said to have been committed by French mili- 





tary aviators accused of having flown over territory of the Empire eo 
thrown bombs. The Ambassador adds that the aviators are said to have 
‘ iolated eutrality of Belgium by flying over Belgian territory. 
‘In the presence of these acts of aggression,’ on the leruat of Baron von 
Scho e German Emp If in a state of war with France 
“in equenct of the a r Power.”’ 

I challeng t allegations of the Ambassa lor, 
and art I remi 1 had ye sterday addressed to him a 
note ] ig against the g tions of the French frontier com- 
mitted two days ago by detachments of German troops. 


RENE VIVIANL 


No. 149. M. René Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, to M. Jules Cambon, French Ambassador at Berlin. 
Telegram communicated to French Representatives abroad. ) 


Paris, August 3, 1914. 


I req vou to ask for your passport and to leave Berlin at once with 
the staff of the Embassy, leaving the charge of French interests and the 
care of the archives to the Spanish Ambassador. I request you at the same 
time to protest in writing against the violation of the neutrality of Luxem- 
bur German troops, of which notice has been given by the Prime 
Minister of Luxemburg; against the ultimatum addressed to the Belgian 

vernment by the German Minister at Brussels to force upon them the 


( 

violation of Belgian neutrality and to require of that country that she » should 
facilitate military operations against France on Belgian territory ; finally 
against the false allegat ion of an alleged projected invasion of these two 
countries by French armies, by which he has attempted to justify the 
tate of war which he de Sian henceforth exists between Germany and 


RENE VIVIANI. 


No. 150. M. René Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, to M. Allizé, French Minister at Munich. 


Paris, August 3, I914. 
Be good enough to inform the Royal Bavarian Government that you 
have received instructions to adapt your attitude to that of our Ambassador 
at Berlin and to leave Munich. 
RENE VIVIANI. 


No. 151. M. René Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, to the French Representatives at London, St. Petersburgh, 
Vienna, Rome, Madrid, Berne, Constantinople, The Hague, Copen- 
hagen, Christiania, Stockholm, Bucharest, Athens, Belgrade. 


Paris, August 3, 1914. 
I learn from an official Belgian source that German troops have violated 
Belgian territory at Gemmenich in the district of Verviers. 
RENE VIVIANI. 
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M. Klobukowski, French Minister at Brussels, to M. René 


No. 152. 
President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Viviani 
Brussels, August 4, 1914. 
fR 2 
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KLOBUKOWSKI. 


No. 153. M. Paul Cambon, French Ambassador at London, to M. René 
Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


London, August 4, I9T4. 
1 SS as liatelv j 





Sir Edward Grey has asked me to come and see him immedia n 

] } A he Pr t i W ld t 1 \ I l < i { 1 n 

he H Cor ms t 1any had been d to withd 
her ul » Be ul ve he wer wland before 12 





PAUL CAMBON. 


No. 154. M. Klobukowski, French Minister at Brussels, to M. René 
Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 





grussels, August 4, I9I4. 
ng German Minister informs the Belgian Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs, that in consequence of the refusal of the Belgian Govern- 
mi G ec! nd themselves compelled carry out 
by ir f protection which are rendered indis- 
pen e Fr 1 


KLOBUKOWSKI. 


No. 155. M. Bapst, French Minister at Copenhagen, to M. Doumergue, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Copenhagen, August 6, 1914. 
Ambassador at Berlin asks me to communicate to your 
Excellency the following telegram :— : 
‘I have been sent to Denmark by the German Government. I have 
just a1 1 at Copenhagen. I am accompanied by all the staff of the Em- 
é d’Affaires at Darmstadt with his family. 
tment which we have received is of such a nature that I have 
thought it desirable to make a complete report on it to your Excellency by 
telegram. 
“On the morning of Monday. 





the 3rd August, after I had, in accordance 
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with your instructions, addressed to Herr von Jagow a protest against the 
ache of aggression con — on French territory by German troops, the 

cretary of State came to see me. Herr von Jagow came to compl: F 
acts of aggression anh he alleged _ been committed in Germany, 
especially at Nuremberg and Coblenz by French aviators, who according 
to his statement ‘had come ee Belgium.’ I answered that I had not the 
slightest information as to the facts to which he attached so much impor- 
tance and the improbability of which a” see to me obvious; on my part I 
asked him if os ed read the note which I had addressed to him with regard 
to the invasion of our territory by detachments of the German army. As 
the Secretary of State said that he had not yet read this note I explained 
its contents to him. I called his attention to the act committed by the 
ffi nmanding one of the detachments who had advanced to the 
Fi rench ge of Joncherey, ten kilometres within our frontier, and had 
blown out the brains of a French soldier whom he had met there. After 
having given my opinion of this act I added: ‘You will admit that under 


iviIng 


no circumstances could there be any comparison between this and the flight 
of an aeroplane over foreign territory carried out by private persons ani- 
mated by that ; spirit of individual courage by which aviators are distin- 
guished. 

“An act of aggression committed on the territory of a neighbour by de- 
tachments of regular troops commanded by officers assumes an importance 
of quite a diffe ‘rent nature.’ 

Re rr von Jagow explained to me that he had no knowledge of the facts 
of which I was speaking to him, and he added that it was difficult for events 
of this kind not to take place when two armies filled with the feelings 
which animated our troops found themselves face to face on either side of 
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‘At, this moment the crowds which thronged the Pariser Platz in front 
nbassy and whom we could see through the window of my study, 
which was half-open, uttered shouts against France. I asked the Secretary 
of State when all this would come to an end. 
‘The Government has not yet yet come to a decision,’ Herr von Jagow 


probable that Herr von Schoen will receive orders to-day 





sports and then you will receive yours.’ The Secretary 
» that I need not have any anxiety with regard to my 
all the proprieties would be observed with regard to me 
We were not to see one another any more and we took 
her after an interview which had been courteous and 
could not make me anticipate what was in store for me. 

‘Before leaving He rr von Jagow I expressed to him my wish to make a 
personal call on the Chancellor, as that would be the last opportur that 
I should have of seeing him. 

Herr von Jagow answered that he did not advise me to carry out this 

is this interview would serve no purpose and could not t » be 
| Miu, 

“At 60'clock in the evening Herr von Langwerth brought me my pass- 
ports. Inthe name of his Government he refused to agree to the wish which 
I expressed to him that I should be permitted to travel by Holland or 
Belgi He ggested to me that I should either by iy of Copen 
na n, I he ould not a ire me aft 1 ive D\ ea, OF rough 
Switzerland via ( tance. 

‘| epted this last route; Herr von Langwerth having asked me to 
leave as soon as I possibly could it was agreed, in consideration of the neces 
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sity I was under cf making arrangements with the Spanish Ambassador, 
who was undertaking the charge of our interests, that I shoul 1 leave on the 
next day, the 4th August, at 10 o’clock at night. 
At 7 anal k, an hour after Herr von Langwerth had deft, Herr von 
Lancken, formerly Councillor of the Embassy at Paris, came from the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs to tell me to request the staff by my Embassy 
to cease taking meals in the restaurants. This order was so strict that on 
the next day, Tuesday, I had to have recourse to the authority of the Wil- 
helmstrasse to get the Hotel Bristol to send our meals to the Embassy. 
“At 11 o'clock on the same evening, Monday, Herr von Langwerth 


came back to tell me that his Government would not allow our return by 
way of Switzerland under the pretext that it would take three days and 
three nights to take me to Constance. He announced that I should be 


sent by way of Vienna. I only agreed to this alteration under reserve, and 


during the night I wrote the following letter to Herr von Langwerth: 


Berlin, August 3, 1914. 
‘M. LE BARON, 
I have been thinking over the route for my return to my 
country about which you came to speak to me this evening. You 


propose that I shall travel by Vienna. I run the risk of finding 





m) — detained in that town, if not by the action of the Austrian 
Government, at least owing to the m aobilisats n which creates great 
diffi ~ulti ; similar to those exis ting in Germany as to the move- 
ments of train 


Under these circumstances I must ask the German Government 
for a promise made on their oe that the Austrian Govern- 
nent will send me to Switzerland, and that the Swiss Government 

] r r to me or to the persons by whom I 





Wil tel e its trontier eithe 

am accompanied, as I am told that that frontier has been firmly 
1 ] y 

4 ¢ i if Lif 
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I cannot then accept the propo sal that you have made to me 
unless I have the security whic h Lask for, and unless L am assured 
that I shall not be detained for some months out id ny country. 


JULES C: AMBON.’ 


1 


“In answer to this letter on the next morning, Tuesday, the 4th August, 





Herr von Langwerth ¢ » me in writing an assurance that the Austrian 
and Swiss authorities had received communications to this effect. 

“At the me ti M. Miladowski, attached to the Consulate at 
as well as other Frenchmen, | arrested in his own house while in bed 
M. Mil L ( matic passport id been quests was 
released a 

‘I was preparing to leave for Vienna when, at a quarter to five, Herr von 
Langwertl LI back to inform me that I would have to leave with the 
persons accor ing 1 it 10 o'clock in the evening, but that I should 
| ta 1) Vv req irement la ed if I sl ld b = 
tine 1 ir ( | ( I ly. Her ) I in € y 
answer ould return to receive my answer in half an 1 
no V1 e the Ge (y vernment the pret lor i I 1 
reruse é I Germat i there re Het von |] l 
when he < ! I oul ul l e orce h had l 
t : : 

[2]! 
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baben came to take leave of me. I handed to him the following letter to 
Herr von Jagow. 


Wednesday Evening, August 5, 1914. 
‘Sir, 
‘Yesterday before leaving Berlin, I protested in writing to 
your Excellency against the repeated change of route which was 
imposed upon me by the Imperial Government on my journey 





from Germany 

‘To-day, as the train in which I was passed over the Kiel 
Canal an attempt was made to search all our luggage as if we 
mis ive hidden some instrument of destruction. Thanks to 
the interference of Major von Rheinbaben, we were spared this 
insult. But they we , 

Chey iged 1 in each in hisown compartment, the 
wind ind blind been closed. During this time, in 
thi of tl ; at the door of each compartment 
an g each od a soldier, revolver in hand, finger 





half an hour. 
iderit my duty to protest against this threat of violence 





to the Ambassador of the Republic and the staff of his Embassy, 
viol hich nothing could even have made me anticipate. 
Yi y I had the honour of writing to your Excellency that I 
wa ng treated almost as a prisoner. To-day I am being 
tre langerous prisoner. Also I must record that during 


our journey which from Berlin to Denmark has taken twenty-four 
hours, no food has been prepared nor provided for me nor for the 
persons who were travelling with me to the frontier. 


JULES CAMBON.’ 


“T thought that our troubles had finished, when shortly afterwards 
Major von Rheinbaben came, rather embarrassed, to inform me that the 
train would not proceed to the Danish frontier if I did not pay the cost of 
this trair I expressed my astonishment that I had not been made to pay 
at Berlin and that at any rate I had not been forewarned of this. I offered 
to pay by a cheque on one of the largest Berlin banks. This facility was 
refused me. With the help of my companions I was able to collect, 
in gold, the sum which was required from me at once, and which amounted 
to 3,611 marks, 75 pfennig. This is about 5,000 francs in accordance with 
the present rate of exchange.* 

“After this last incident, I thought it necessary to ask Major von Rhein- 
baben for his word of honour as an officer and a gentleman that we should 
be taken to the Danish frontier. He gave it to me, and I required that 
the policeman who was with us should accompany us. 

“In this way we arrived at the first Danish station, where the Danish 
Government had had a train made ready to take us to Copenhagen. 

“I am assured that my English colleague and the Belgian Minister, 
although they left Berlin after I did, travelled by the direct route to Hol- 
land. I am struck by this difference of treatment, and as Denmark and 
Norway are, at this moment, infested with spies, if I succeed in embarking 





* Subsequently the sum thus required from M. Jules Cambon was given to the Spanish 
Ambassador to be repaid to the French Ambassador, 
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in Norway, there is a danger that I may be arrested at sea with the officials 
who accompany me. 

‘T do not wish to conclude this despatch without notifying your Excel- 

‘of the energy and devotion of which the whole staff of the Embassv 

ing prt of during the course of this crisis. I shall be glad 

» taken of the services which on this occasion have é 
Government of the Republic, in particular by the 
smbDassy and by the Military and Naval Attachés. 


JULES CAMBON.” 





No. 156. M. Mollard, French Minister at Luxemburg, to M. Doumergue, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


uv 


Paris, August 5, 1914. 
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\ e tol t had ! He 1 Buch 
that the irg Governm«e W ild e ent 1 wit ¢ I 
of the Fre ind would have charge of the Legation and Chancery 
| i ne 1 not eem to be iv T eable to my Gt l Lhe i vi ) 
advised M. Eyschen to move me to entrust this responsibility to the Bel- 
gian’ Minister. I explained to the Minister « e situation was 
peculiar. As I was accredited to Her Royal ess the Grand Duchess 
and as my country was not in a state of wi Luxemburg, it was in 
these circumstances clearly indicated that 1 be the Luxemburg 





Government which should look after the safety of my fellow-countrymen. 


M. Eyschen did not insist, and again accepted the service which I entrusted 
to him. 
The Minister of State then asked me to be go x1 enough to leave quietly 
in order to avoid any demonstration, which, as he said, would not fail to 
bring about reprisals on the part of the German military authorities against 
the French. I answered that I attached too much value to the safety of ¢ 
my countrymen to compromise it and that he had nothing to fear. 0 Q 
' My departure, which was required to take place as soon as possible, 
was fixed for two o'clock; it was at the same time understood that I should 
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leave in my motor car. As to a safe conduct, M. Eyschen told me that 
the German Minister was at that very moment at the German headquarters 
to ask for it, and that he would take care that I received it in good time. 

At a quarter-past two the Minister of State, accompanied by M. 
Henrion, Councillor of the Government, came to take leave of me and to 
receive the keys of the Legation and those of the Chancery. 

He told me that orders had been given for my free passage, and that 
I must make for Arlon by way of the Merle, Mamers and Arlon roads. 
He added that a German officer would wait for me at the Merle road in 
order to go in front of my motor car. 

I then left the Legation and made my way to Arlon by the road which 
had been determined on, but I did not meet anyone. 

Your Excellency will have the goodness to find the enclosed text of 
the letter which I sent to the Minister of State before leaving my post 


(Enclosure IV.). 
MOLLARD. 


Enclosure I. M. Eyschen, Minister of State, President of the Government, 
to M. Mbollard, French Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary at Luxemburg. 


Luxemburg, August 4, 1914. 
Sir, 

In an oral communication made yesterday evening, your Excellency 
has had the goodness to bring to my knowledge that in accordance 
with the Treaty of London of 1867, the Government of the Republic 
intended to respect the neutrality of the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg as 
they had shown by their attitude, but that the violation of this neutrality 
by Germany was nevertheless of such a kind as to compel France hence- 
forth to be influenced in this matter by the care for her defence and her 
interests. 

You will allow me to point out clearly that the decision of the Govern- 
ment of the Republic is based solely on the act of a third Power for which 
in truth the Grand Duchy is not responsible. 

The rights of Luxemburg must then remain intact. 

The German Empire has formally declared that only a temporary 
occupation of Luxemburg entered into their intentions. 

I am glad to believe that the Government of the Republic will have no 
difficulty in establishing with me the fact that at all times and in all cir- 
cumstances the Grand Duchy has fully and loyally fulfilled all the obliga- 
tions of every kind which rested on it in virtue of the Treaty of 1867. 

I remain, etc., 
EYSCHEN, 

Minister of State, President of the 
Government. 


Enclosure II. Private Letter from M. Eyschen, Minister of State, President 
of the Government, to M. Mollard, French Minister, at Luxemburg. 

Sir, 

_ A short time ago I had with very great regret to inform you of the 

intentions of General von Fuchs with regard to your sojourn in Luxemburg. 


* 
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As I had the honour to tell you, I asked for confirmation in writing of 
the decision taken by the military authorities in this matter. 
Enclosed is a copy of a letter which I have at this moment received from 
the German Minister. 
He has assured me that in carrying out this step there will be no want 
of the respect due to your position and person. 
Be good enough to receive the renewed expression of my regret and my 


EYSCHEN. 





4 
aeep regard. 





Enclosure III. To His Excellency the Minister of State, Dr. Eyschen. 
Your Excellency, 
In accordance with the instructions of his Excellency General Fuchs, 
[I have the honour to ask you to be good enough to request the French 
Minister, M. Mollard, to leave Luxemburg as soon as possible and to 
return to France; otherwise the German military authorities would find 
themselves under the painful necessity of placing M. Mollard under the 
charge of a military escort and in the last extremity of proceeding to his 
arrest. 
[ beg your Excellency to have the goodness on this occasion to receive 
the assurance of my deepest regard. 
VON BUCH. 


Enclosure IV. M. Mollard, French Minister at Luxemburg, to His 
Excellency M. Eyschen, Minister of State, President of 
the Government of Luxemburg. 


Luxemburg, August 4, I914. 





Sir 

I have just received your communication and I submit to force. 

Before leaving Luxemburg it is my duty to provide for the fortunes and 
safety of my fellow-countrymen. Knowing the spirit of justice and equity 
of the Luxemburg Government, I have the honour to ask your Excellency 
to ta inder your protection, and to watch over the safety of their 
lin a i 4 1 De 

At 1 ume time I will ask your Excellency to take charge of the 
Legati nd the offices of the Chancery. : 

[ sl e much obliged to your Excellency if you would be good 
en lay | Her Royal Highness the Grand Duchess the expres- 
sion of my est respect, and my excuses for not having been able myself 
to expr her. 

In thankir u for all the marks of sympathy which you have given me 
I beg y receive renewed assurances of my deep regard. 


ARMAND MOLLARD. 


No. 157. Notification of the French Government to the 
Representatives of the Powers at Paris. 


The German Imperial Government, after having allowed its armed 
forces to cross the frontier, and to permit various acts of murder and pillage 
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on French territory; after having violated the,neutrality of the Grand 
Duchy of Luxemburg in defiance of the stipulations of the Convention of 
London, 11th May, 1867, and of Convention V. of the Hague, 18th October, 
1907, on the rights and duties of Powers and persons in case of war on land 
(Articles 1 and 2), Conventions which have been signed by the German 
Government; after having addressed an ultimatum to the Royal Govern- 
ment of Belgium with the object of requiring passage for German troops 
through Belgian territory in violation of the Treaties of the 19th April, 
1859, which had been signed by them, and in violation of the above Con- 








vention of the Hague 
Have declared war on France at 6.45 p.m. on the 3rd August, 1914. 
In these circumstances the Government of the Republic find them- 


selves obliged on their side to have recourse to arms. 
They have in consequence the honour of informing by these presents 





the Government of . . . that a state of war exists between France and 
Germany dating from 6.45 p.m. on 3rd August, 1914. 

The Government of the Republic protest before all civilised nations, 
and especially those Governments which have signed the Conventions and 
Treaties referred to above, against the violation by the German Empire 
of their international engagements, and they reserve full right for reprisals 
which they might find themselves brought to exercise against an enemy so 
little regardful of its plighted word. 

The Government of the Republic, who propose to observe the principles 
of the law of nations, will, during the hostilities, and assuming that rec- 
iprocity will be observed, act in accordance with the International Con- 
ventions signed by France concerning the law of war on land and sea. 

The present notification, made in accordance with Article 2 of the Third 
Convention of the Hague of the 18th October, 1907, relating to the opening 
of hostilities and handed to 

Paris, August 4, 1914, 2 p.m. 


No. 158. Message from M. Poincaré, President of the Republic, read at 
the Extraordinary Session of Parliament, August 4, 1914. 
(Journal Officiel of the 5th August, 1914.) 


(The Chamber rises and remains standing during the reading of the message.) 


“‘Gentlemen, : : 
“France has just been the object of a violent and premeditated attack, 


which is an insolent defiance of the law of nations. Before any declara- 
tion of war had been sent to us, even before the German Ambassador had 
asked for his passports, our territory has been violated. The German 
Empire has waited till yesterday evening to give at this late stage the true 
name to a state of things which it had already created. 

“For more than forty years the French, in sincere love of peace, have 
buried at the bottom of their heart the desire for legitimate reparation. 

“They have given to the world the example of a great nation which, 
definitely raised from defeat by the exercise of will, patience and labour, 
has only used its renewed and rejuvenated strength in the interest of prog- 
ress and for the good of humanity. 
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“Since the ultimatum of Austria opened a crisis which threatened the 
whole of Europe, France has persisted in following and in recommending 
on all sides a policy of prudence, wisdom and moderation. 

““To her there can be imputed no act, no movement, no word, which 
has not been peaceful and conciliatory. 

‘‘At the hour when the struggle is beginning, she has the right, in jus- 
tice to herself, of solemnly declaring that she has made, up to the last 
moment, supreme efforts to avert the war now about to break out, the 
crushing responsibility for which the German Empire will have to bear 
before history. (Unanimous and repeated applause.) 

‘On the very morrow of the day when we and our allies were publicly 
expressing our hope of seeing negotiations which had been begun under the 
auspices of the London Cabinet carried to a peaceful conclusion, Germany 
suddenly declared war upon Russia, she has invaded the territory of Lux- 
emburg, she has outrageously insulted the noble Belgian nation (loud and 
unanimous applause), our neighbour and our friend, and attempted treach- 
erously to fall upon us while we were in the midst of diplomatic conversa- 
tion. (Fresh and repeated unanimous applause.) 

‘““But France was watching. As alert as she was peaceful, she was pre- 
pared; and our enemies will meet on their path our valiant covering troops, 
who are at their post and will provide the screen behind which the mobilisa- 
tion of our national forces will be methodically completed. 

‘“‘Our fine and courageous army, which France to-day accompanies with 
her maternal thought (loud applause) has risen eager to defend the honour 
of the flag and the soil of the country. (Unanimous and repeated applause.) 

“The President of the Republic, interpreting the unanimous feeling of 
the country, expresses to our troops by land and sea the admiration and 
confidence of every Frenchman (loud and prolonged applause). 

‘Closely united in a common feeling, the nation will persevere with the 
cool self-restraint of which, since the beginning of the crisis, she has given 
daily proof. Now, as always, she will know how to harmonise the most 
noble daring and most ardent enthusiasm with that self-control which is 
the sign of enduring energy and is the best guarantee of victory (applause). 

‘In the war which is beginning France will have Right on her side, the 
eternal power of which cannot with impunity be disregarded by nations 
any more than by individuals (loud and unanimous applause). 

‘She will be heroically defended by all her sons; nothing will break 
their sacred union before the enemy; to-day they are joined together as 
brothers in a common indignation against the aggressor, and in a common 
patriotic faith (loud and prolonged applause and cries of ‘ Vive la France’). 

“She is faithfully helped by Russia, her ally (loud and unanimous 
applause); she is supported by the loyal friendship of England (loud and 
unanimous applause). 

‘‘ And already from every part of the civilised world sympathy and good 
wishes are coming to her. For to-day once again she stands before the 
universe for Liberty, Justice and Reason (loud and repeated applause) 
‘Haut les coeurs et vive la France!’ (unanimous and prolonged applause). 


RAYMOND POINCARE.” 
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No. 159. Speech delivered by M. René Viviani, President of the Council, 
in the Chamber of Deputies, August 4, 1914. 


(Journal Officiel, August 5, 1914.) 
M. René Viviani, President of the Council. 


“Gentlemen, 

The German Ambassador yesterday left Paris after notifying us of the 
existence of a state of war. 

The Government owe to Parliament a true account of the events 
which, in less than ten days, have unloosed a European war and compelled 
France, peaceful and valiant, to defend her frontier against an attack, the 
hateful injustice of which is emphasized by its calculated unexpectedness. 

This attack, which has no excuse, and which began before we were 
notified of any declaration of war, is the last act of a plan, whose origin 
and object I propose to declare before our own democracy and before the 
opinion of the civilised world. 

As a consequence of the abominable crime ae cost the Austro- 
Hungarian Heir-Apparent and the Duchess of Hohenburg their lives, diffi- 
culties arose between the Cabinets of Vienna and Belgrade 

The majority of ni Powers were only semi-officially informed of these 
difficulties up till Friday, July 24th, the date on which the Austro-Hun- 
garian Ambassadors communicated to them a circular which the press has 
published. 

The object of this circular was to explain and justify an ultimatum 
delivered the evening before to Servia by the Austro-Hungarian Minister 
at Belgrade. 

This ultimatum, in alleging the complicity of numerous Servian sub- 
jects and associations in the Serajevo crime, hinted that the official Servian 
authorities themse ‘Ives were no strangers to it. It demanded a reply from 
Servia by 6 o’clock on the evening of Saturday, July 25th. 

The Austrian demands, or at any rate many of them, without doubt 
struck a blow at the rights of a sovereign State. ee their 
excessive character, Servia, on July 25th, declared that she submitted to 
them almost without reserve. 

This submission, which constituted a success for Austria-Hungary, a 
guarantee for the peace of Europe, was not unconnected with the advice 
tendered to Belgrade from the first moment by France, Russia and Great 
Britain. 

The value of this advice was all the greater since the Austro-Hungarian 
demands had been concealed from the Chanceries of the Triple Entente, to 
whom in the three preceding weeks the Austro- Hungarian Government 
had on several occasions given an assurance that their claims would be 
extremely moderate. 

It was, therefore, with natural astonishment that the Cabinets of Paris, 

St. Petersburgh and London learned on 26th July that the Austrian Min- 
ister at Belgrade, after a few minutes’ examination, declared that the Ser- 
vian reply was inacceptable, and broke off diplomatic relations. 

This astonishment was increased by the fact that on Friday, the 24th, 
the German Ambassador came and read to the French Minister for Fore ign 
Affairs a note verbale asserting that the Austro-Servian dispute must remain 
localised, without intervention by the great Powers, or otherwise ‘“‘incal- 
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tlable consequences"’ were to be feared. <A similar démarche was made on 


Seturday, the 25th, at London and at St. Petersburgh. 

N I, Gentlemen, point out to you the contrast between the threat- 
ening expressions used by the German Ambassador at Paris and the con- 
ciliato1 entiments which the Powers of the Triple Entente had just 

; 


y the advice which they gave to Servia to submit? 
heless, in spite of the extraordinary character of the German 
iately, in agreement with our Allies and our friends, 
iatory course and invited Germany to join in it. 
5 } se. 4 7 aoe tL. 
101 fully to recogmise that our 
ind our efforts met with no response at Berlin. 





We e had from the first moment regret 


Not only did Germany appear wholly unwilling to give to Austria- 
Hun,ary the friendly advice which her position gave her the right to offer, 
but from this moment and still more in the following days, she seemed to 
intervene between the Cabinet at Vienna and the compromises suggested 


by the other ,owers. 

' On Tuesday, 28th July, Austria-Hungary declared war on Servia. 
This declaration of war, with its aggravation of the state of affairs brought 
about by the rupture of diplomatic relations three days before, gave 
ground for believing that there was a deliberate desire for war, and a sys- 
tematic programme for the enslavement of Servia. 

Thus there was now involved in the dispute not only the independence 
of a brave people, but the balance of power in the Balkans, embodied in 
the Treaty of Bukarest of 1913, and consecrated by the moral support of 
all the great Powers. 

However, at the suggestion of the British Government with its constant 
and firm attachment to the maintenance of the peace of Europe, the nego- 
tiations were continued, or, to speak more accurately, the Powers of the 
Triple Entente tried to continue them. 

From this common desire sprang the proposal for action by the four 
Powers, England, France, Germany and Italy, which was intended, by 
assuring to Austria all legitimate satisfaction, to bring about an equitable 
adjustment of the dispute. 

On Wednesday, the 29th, the Russian Government, noting the per- 
sistent failure of these efforts and faced by the Austrian mobilisation and 
declaration of war, fearing the military destruction of Servia, decided asa 
precautionary measure to mobilise the troops of four military districts, 
that is to say, the formations echeloned along the Austro-Hungarian fron- 
tier exclusively. 

In taking this step, the Russian Government were careful to inform the 
German Government that their measures, restricted as they were and with- 
out any offensive character towards Austria, were not in any degree directed 
against Germany. 

In a conversation with the Russian Ambassador at Berlin, the German 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs acknowledged this without demur. 

On the other hand, all the efforts made by Great Britain with the ad- 
herence of Russia and the support of France, to bring Austria and Servia 
into touch under the moral patronage of Europe, were encountered at Ber- 
lin with a predetermined negative of which the diplomatic despatches 
afford the clearest proof. 

This was a disquieting situation which made it probable that there 
existed at Berlin intentions which had not been disclosed. Some hours 
afterwards this alarming suspicion was destined to become a certainty. 
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In fact Germany's negative attitude gave place thirty-six hours later 
to positive steps which were truly alarming. On the 31st July, Germany, 
by proc laiming ‘‘a state of danger of war,’’ cut the communications between 
herself and the rest of Eu irope, and obtained for herself complete freedom 
to pursue against France in shot te secrecy military prep: ie which, 
as you have een, 10th could just 

‘Already for some days, and os circumstances difficult to explain, Ger- 
many had prepared for the transition of her army from a peace footing to a 
war footing. 

From the morning of the 25th July, that is to say, even before the 
expiration of the ti imit given to Servia by Austria, she had confined to 











barracks the garrisons of Alsace-Lorraine. The same day she had placed 
the fronticr-works in a complete state of defence. On the 26th, she had 
indicated to the railways the measures preps ratory for concentration. On 
the 27th, she had completed requisitions and pl: vced her covering troops in 


position. On the 28th, the summons of in vidio reservists had begun 
and unit s wi ich were distant from the frontier had been brought up to it. 

Could all these measures, pursue 4 with implacable method, leave us in 
doubt of Germany’s intentions? 

Such was the situation when, on the evening of the 31st July, the Ger- 
man Government, which, since the 24th, had not participated by any 
active step in the conciliatory efforts ot the Triple Entente, addressed an 
ultimatum to the Russian Government under the pretext that Russia had 
ordered a general mobilisation of her armies, and demanded that this 
mobilisation should be stopped within twelve hours. 

This demand, whicl all the more insulting in form because a few 
hours earlier the Emy icholas II., with a movement at once confiding 
and spontaneous, had the German Emperor for his mediation, was 
put forward at a mom when, on the request of England and with the 
knowledge of Germany, » Russian Government was acc epting a formula 
of such a nature as t : foundation for a friendly settlement of the 
Austro-Servian disput of the Aust ro-Russian difficulties by the simul- 
taneous arrest of military operations and of military preparations. 

The same day this unfriendly démarche ag Russia was supple- 


mented by acts which'were frankly hostile towards France; the rupture of 

















communications by road, railway, telegraph a oe phone, the seizure of 
French locomotives on their arrival at the frontier, the placing of machine 
guns in the middle of the permanent way which had been cut, and the con- 


centration of troops on this frontier. 

From this moment we were no longer justified in believing in the sin- 
cerity of pacific declaration which the German representative con- 
tinued to shower upon us (hear, hear). 

We knew that Germany was mobilising under the shelter of the ‘state 
of danger of war. 

We learnt that six classes of reservists had been called up, and that 
transport was being collected even for those army corps which were sta- 
tioned a considerable distance from the frontier. 

As these events unfolded themselves, the Government, watchful and 
vigilant, took from day to day, and even from hour to hour, the measures 
of precaution which ‘the ituation required; the general mobilisation of our 
forces on land and sea was ordered. 

The evening, at 7.30, Germany, without waiting for the accept- 
ance by the Cabinet of St. Petersburgh of the English proposal, which I 
have already mentioned, declared war on Russia. 
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The next day, Sunday, the 2nd August, without regard for the extreme 
moderation of France, in contradiction to the peaceful declarations of the 
German Ambassador at Paris, and in defiance of the rules of international 
law, German troops crossed our frontier at three different points. 

At the same time, in violation of the Treaty of 1867, which guaranteed 
with the signature of Prussia the neutrality of Luxemburg, they invaded 
the territory of the Grand Duchy and so gave cause for a protest by the 
Luxemburg Government. 

Finally, the neutrality of Belgium also was threatened. The German 
Minister, on the evening of the 2nd August, presented to the Belgian Gov- 
ernment an ultimatum requesting facilities in Belgium for military opera- 
tions against France, under the lying pretext that Belgian neutrality was 
threatened by us; the Belgian Government refused, and declared that they 
were resolved to defend with vigour their neutrality, which was respected 
by France and guaranteed by treaties, and in particular by the King of 
Prussia. (Unanimous and prolonged applause.) 

Since then, Gentlemen, the German attacks have been renewed, multi- 
plied, and accentuated. At more than fifteen points our frontier has been 
violated. Shots have been fired at our soldiers and Customs officers. 
Men have been killed and wounded. Yesterday a German military aviator 
dropped three bombs on Lunéville. 

The German Ambassador, to whom as well as to all the great Powers, 
we communicated these facts, did not deny them or express his regrets for 
them. On the contrary, he came yesterday evening to ask me for his 
passports, and to notify us of the existence of a state of war, giving as his 
reason, in the teeth of all the facts, hostile acts committed by French avia- 
tors in German territory in the Eifel district, and even on the railway near 
Carlsruhe and near Nuremberg. This is the letter which he handed to me 
on the subject:— 


“M. Le President, 

“The German administrative and military authorities have 
established a certain number of flagrantly hostile acts committed 
on German territory by French military aviators. Several of 
these have openly violated the neutrality of Belgium by flying 
over the territory of that country; one has attempted to destroy 
buildings near Wesel; others have been seen in the district of the 
Eifel; one has thrown bombs on the railway near Carlsruhe and 
Nuremburg. 

“T am instructed, and I have the honour to inform your Excel- 
lency, that in the presence of these acts of aggression the German 
Empire considers itself in a state of war with France in conse- 
quence of the acts of this latter Power. 

‘“‘At the same time, I have the honour to bring to the knowledge 
of your Excellency that the German authorities will retain French 
mercantile vessels in German ports, but they will release them if, 
within forty-eight hours, they are assured of complete reciprocity. 

““My diplomatic mission having thus come to an end it only 
remains for me to request your Excellency to be good enough to 
furnish me with my passports, and to take the steps you consider 
suitable to assure my return to Germany, with the staff of the 
Embassy, as well as with the Staff of the Bavarian Legation and of 
the German Consulate General in Paris. 
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“Be good enough, M. le Président, to receive the assurances of 
my deepest respect. “(Signed) SCHOEN.” 


Need I, Gentlemen, lay stress on the absurdities of these pretexts which 
they put forward as grievances? At no time has any French aviator pene- 
trated into Belgium, nor has any French aviator committed either in 
Bavaria or any other part of Germany any hostile act. The opinion of 
Europe has already done justice to these wretched inventions. (Loud and 
unanimous applause.) 

Against these attacks, which violate all the laws of justice and all the 
principles of public law, we have now taken all the necessary steps; they 
are being carried out strictly, regularly, and with calmness. 

The mobilisation of the Russian army also continues with remarkable 
vigour and unrestrained enthusiasm. (Unanimous and prolonged applause, 
all the deputies rising from their seats.) The Belgian army, mobilised with 
250,000 men, prepares with a splendid passion and magnificent ardour to 
defend the neutrality and independence of their country. (Renewed loud 
and unanimous applause.) 

The entire English fleet is mobilised and orders have been given to 
mobilise the land forces. (Loud cheers, all the deputies rising to their feet.) 

Since 1912 pourparlers had taken place between English and French 
General Staffs and were concluded by an exchange of letters between Sir 
Edward Grey and M. Paul Cambon. The Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs yesterday evening communicated these letters to the House of 
Commons, and I have the honour, with the consent of the British Govern- 
ment, to acquaint you with the contents of these two documents. 


Foreign Office, 
“My dear Ambassador, November 22, 1912. 

“From time to time in recent years the French and British naval and 
military experts have consulted together. It has always been understood 
that such consultation does not restrict the freedom of either Govern- 
ment to decide at any future time whether or not to assist the other by 
armed force. We have agreed that consultation between experts is not, 
and ought not to be regarded as, an engagement that commits either 
Government to action ina contingency that has not arisen and may never 
arise. The disposition, for instance, of the French and British fleets 
respectively at the present moment is not based upon an engagement 
to co-operate in war. . 

‘You have, however, pointed out that, if either Government had grave 
reason to expect an unprovoked attack by a third Power, it might become 
essential to know whether it could in that event depend upon the armed 
assistance of the other. 

“T agree that, if either Government had grave reason to expect an un- 
provoked attack by a third Power, or something that threatened the gen- 
eral peace, it should immediately discuss with the other whether both 
Governments should act together to prevent aggression and to preserve 
peace, and, if so, what measures they would be prepared to take in common. 
If these measures involved action, the plans of the General Staffs would at 
once be taken into consideration, and the Governments would then decide 


what effect should be given to them. Voorn ae 
s, &e., 


E. GREY. 








To this letter our Ambassador, M. Paul Cambon, replied on the 23rd 
November 1912:— 

London, November 23, I912. 
“Dear Sir Edward, 

“You reminded me in your letter of yesterday, 22nd November, that 
during the last few years the military and naval authorities of France 
and Great Britain had consulted with each other from time to time; 
that it had always been understood that these consultations should not 
restrict the liberty of either Government to decide in the future whether 
they should lend each other the support of their armed forces; that, on 
either side, these consultations between experts were not and should not 
be considered as engagements binding our Governments to take action in 
certain eventualities; that, however, I had remarked to you that, if one or 
other of the two Governments had grave reasons to fear an unprovoked 
attack on the part of a third Power, it would become essential to know 
whether it could count on the armed support of the other. 

‘Your letter answers that point, and I am authorised to state that, in 
the event of one of our two Governments having grave reasons to fear 
either an act of aggression from a third Power, or some event threatening 
the general peace, that Government would immediately examine with the 
other the question whether both Governments should act together in order 
to prevent the act of aggression or preserve peace. If so, the two Govern- 
ments would deliberate as to the measures which they would be prepared 
to take in common; if those measures involved action, the two Govern- 
ments would take into immediate consideration the plans of their general 
staffs and would then decide as to the effect to be given to those plans. 

Yours, &c., 
PAUL CAMBON.” 





In the House of Commons the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
spoke of France amidst the applause of the members in a noble and warm- 
hearted manner and his language has already found an echo deep in the 
hearts of all Frenchmen (loud and unanimous applause). I wish in the 
name of the Government of the Republic to thank the English Govern- 
ment from this tribune for their cordial words and the Parliament of France 
will associate itself in this sentiment (renewed, prolonged and unanimous 
applause 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs made in particular the follow- 
ing declaration :— 


the German fleet came into the Channel or entered the 
North Sea in order to go round the British Isles with the object 
of attacking the French coasts or the French navy and of harass- 
ing French merchant shipping, the English fleet would intervene 


‘in cas¢ 


. 


in order to give to French shipping its complete protection in such 
a way that from that moment England and Germany would be in 
a state of war.” 


From now onwards, the English fleet protects our northern and western 
coasts against a German attack. Gentlemen, these are the facts. I 
believe t the simple recital of them is sufficient to justify the acts of the 
Government of the Republic. I wish, however, to make clear the con- 
clusion to be drawn from my story and to give its true meaning to the un- 
heard-of attack of which France 1s the victim. 
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The victors of 1870 have, at different times, as you know, desired to 
repeat the blows which they dealt us then. In 1875, the war which was 


intended to complete the destruction of conquered France was only pre- 
vented by the intervention of the two Powers to whom we were to become 
united at a later date by J ties of alliance and of friendship (unanimous 
applause), by the intervention of Russia and of Great Britain (prolonged 
applause, all the deputies rising to their feet). 

Since then the French Republic, by the restoration of her ee 
forces and the con lusion of diplomatic agreements unswervingly adhered 
to, has succeeded in liberating her self from the yoke which even in a period 
of profound peace Bismarck was able to impose upon Europe. 

She has re-establishe d the balance of power in Europe, a guarantee of 
the liber 1d dignity of all. 


t 
Gentlemen, I do not know if I am mistaken, but it seems to me that 
this work of peaceful reparation, of liberation and honour finally ratified 
im 1904 and 1907, with the genial co-operation of King Edward VII. of 
England and the Government of the Crown (applause), this is what the 
German Empire wishes to destroy to-day by one daring stroke. 

Germany can reproach us with nothing. 

Bearing in silence in our bosom for half a century the wound which 
Germany dealt us we have offered to peace an unprecedented sacrifice 
(loud and unanimous applause). 

We have offered other sacrifices in all the discussions which since 1904 
German diplomacy has systematically provoked, whether in Morocco or 
elsewhere in 1905, in 1906, in 1908, in I9II. 

Russia also has given proof of great moderation at the time of the events 
of 1908, as she has done in the present crisis. 

She observed the same moderation, and the Triple Entente with her, 
when in the Eastern crisis of 1912 Austria and Germany formulated de- 
mands, whether against Servia or against Greece, which still were, as the 
event proved, capable of settlement by discussion. 

Useless sacrifices, barren negotiations, empty efforts, since to-day in 
the very act of conciliation we, our allies and ourselves, are attacked by 
surprise (prolonged applause). 

No one can honestly believe that we are the aggressors. Vain is the 
desire to overthrow the sacred principles of right and of liberty to which 
nations, as well as individuals, are subject; Italy with that clarity of insight 
possessed by the Latin intellect, has notified us that she proposes to pre- 
serve neutrality (prolonged applause, all the deputies rising to their feet). 

This decision has found in all France an echo of sincerest joy. I made 
myself the interpreter of this feeling to the Italian Chargé d’Affaires when 
I told him how much I congratulated myself that the two Latin sisters, 
who have the same origin and the same ideal, a — and glorious past, 
are not now opposed to one another (renewed ‘applau se) 

Gentlemen, we proclaim loudly the object of their attack—it is the 
independence, the honour, the safety, which the Triple Entente has re- 
gained in the balance of power for the service of peace. The object of 
attack is the liberties of Europe, which France, her allies, and her friends, 
are proud to defend (loud applause). 

We are going to defend these liberties, for it is they that are in dispute, 
and all the rest is but a pretext. 

France, unjustly provoked, did not desire war, she has done every- 
thing to avert it. Since it is forced upon her, she will defend herself 
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against Germany and against every Power which has not yet declared its 
intentions, but joins with the latter in a conflict between the two countries, 
(A pplause, all the deputies rising to thetr feet.) 

A free and valiant people that sustains an eternal ideal, and is wholly fj 1 
united to defend its existence; a democracy which knows how to discipline 
its military strength, and was not afraid a year ago to increase its burden 
as an answer to the armaments of its neighbour; a nation armed, struggling 
for its own life and for the independence of Europe—here is a sight which 
we are proud to offer to the onlookers in this desperate struggle, that has 
for some days been preparing with the greatest calmness and method. 
We are without reproach. We shall be without fear. (Loud applause, all 
the deputies rising to their feet.) France has often proved in less favourable 
circumstances that she is a most formidable adversary when she fights, as 
she does to-day, for liberty and for right (applause). 

In submitting our actions to you, Gentlemen, who are our judges, we 
have, to help us in bearing the burden of our heavy responsibility, the com- 
fort of a clear conscience and the conviction that we have done our duty 
(prolonged applause, all the deputies rising to their feet). 


RENE VIVIANL 


Se 
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t | 4 CHAPTER VII. 


No. 160. 
DECLARATION OF THE TRIPLE ENTENTE. 


(September 4, 1914.) 


DECLARATION. 


M. Delcassé, Minister for Foreign Affairs, to the French Ambassadors 
and Ministers abroad. 


Paris, September 4, 1914. 


The following declaration has this morning been signed at the Foreign 
Office at London:— 


“The undersigned, duly authorized thereto by their respective 
Governments, hereby declare as follows:— 

‘The British, French and Russian Governments mutually 
engage not to conclude peace separately during the present war. 
The three Governments agree that when terms of peace come to 
be discussed, no one of the Allies will demand terms of peace with- 
out the previous agreement of each of the other Allies.’ 

(Signed) PAUL CAMBON. 
COUNT BENCKENDORFF. 
EDWARD GREY.” 


This declaration will be published to-day. 


| DELCASSE. 
(> 








APPENDICES. 


EXTRACTS. 


From the “Blue Book”’ (English), from the ‘‘Grey Book’’ (Belgian), from 
the ‘‘White Book”’ (German), from the ‘“‘Orange Book’”’ (Russian). 


APPENDIX I. 


Extracts from the ‘‘Blue Book” relating to the Attitude taken by the 
English Government in regard to Russia, Germany, and France, 
during the Pourparlers which preceded the War. 


No. 6. Sir G. Buchanan, British Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, to Sir 
Edward Grey. 


(Received July 24.) 
(Telegraphic.) St. Petersburgh, July 24, 1914. 


I had a telephone message this morning from M. Sazonof to the effect 
that the text of the Austrian ultimatum had just reached him. 

His Excellency added that a reply within forty-eight hours was 
demanded, and he begged me to meet him at the French Embassy to dis- 
cuss matters, as Austrian step clearly meant that war was imminent. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs said that Austria’s conduct was both prov- 
ocative and immoral; she would never have taken such action unless 
Germany had first been consulted; some of her demands were quite im- 
possible of acceptance. He hoped that His Majesty’s Government would 
not fail to proclaim their solidarity with Russia and France. 

The French Ambassador gave me to understand that France would 
fulfil all the obligations entailed by her alliance with Russia, if necessity 
arose, besides supporting Russia strongly in any diplomatic negotiations. 

I said that I would telegraph a full report to you of what their Excel- 
lencies had just said to me. I could not, of course, speak in the name of 
His Majesty’s Government, but personally I saw no reason to expect any 
declaration of solidarity from His Majesty’s Government that would entail 
an unconditional engagement on their part to support Russia and France 
by force of arms. Direct British interests in Servia were nil, and a war 
on behalf of that country would never be sanctioned by British public 
opinion. To this M. Sazonof replied that we must not forget that the 
general European question was involved, the Servian question being but 
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a part of the former, and that Great Britain could not afford to efface 
herself from the problems now at issue. 
n reply hese remarks, I observed that I gathered from what he 
ee _ . . . . . - . 
said that his Excellency was suggesting that Great Britain should join in 


making a communication to Austria to the effect that active intervention 


7 by her in the internal affairs of Servia could not be tolerated. But sup- 
f ! posing Austria nevertheless proceeded to embark on military measures 
against Servia in spite of our representations, was it the intention of the 

Russian Government forthwith to declare war on Austria? 

M. Sazonof said that he himself thought that Russian mobilisation 
would at any have to be carried out; but a council of Ministers was 
being held this afternoon to consider the whole question. A further 
council would be held, probably to-morrow, at which the Emperor would 
preside, v lecision would be come to. 

I said that it seemed to me that the important point was to induce 








Austria to extend the time limit, and that the first thing to do was to 
bring an influence to bear on Austria with that end in view; French 
Ambassador, however, thought that either Austria had made up her mind 





to act at once or that she was bluffing. Whichever it might be, our only 
chance of averting war was for us to adopt a firm and united attitude. 
He did not think there was » to carry out my suggestion. Thereupon 
I said that it seemed to me desirable that we should know just how far 
Servia was prepared to go to meet the demands formulated by Austria in 
her note. M. Sazonof req } 








lied that he must first consult his colleagues on 
this point, but that doubtless some of the Austrian demands could be 
accepted by Servia. 

French Ambassador and M. Sazonof both continued to press me for a 
declaration of complete solidarity of His Majesty’s Government with 
French and Russian Governments, and I therefore said that it seemed to 
me possible that 1 ight perhaps be willing to make strong representa- 
tions to both German and Austrian Governments, urging upon them that 
an attack upon Austria by Servia would endanger the whole peace of 
Europe. Perhaps you might see your way to saying to them that such 
action on the part of Austria would probably mean Russian intervention, 
which would involve France and Germany, and that it would be difficult 
for Great Britain to keep out if the war were to become general. M. 
Sazonof answered that we would sooner or later be dragged into war if it 
did break out; we should have rendered war more likely if we did not from 
the outset make common cause with his country and with France; at any 
tate, he hoped His Majesty’s Government would express strong reproba- 
tion of action taken by Austria. 








G. BUCHANAN. 


No. 87. Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie, British Ambassador at Paris. 
Foreign Office, July 29, 1914. 
Sir, 

After telling M. Cambon to-day how grave the situation seemed 
to be, I told him that I meant to tell the German Ambassador to-day that 
he must not be misled by the friendly tone of our conversations into any 

4 i we of false security that we should stand aside if all the efforts to pre- 
gyserve the peace, which we were now making in common with Germany, 
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failed. But I went on to say to M. Cambon that I thought it necessary 
to tell him also that public opinion here approached the present difficulty 
from a quite different point of view from that taken during the difficulty 
as to Morocco a few years ago. In the case of Morocco the dispute was 
one in which France was primarily interested, and in which it appeared 
that Germany, in an attempt to crush France, was fastening a quarrel on 
France on a question that was the subject of a special agreement between 
France and us. In the present case the dispute between Austria and 
Servia was not one in which we felt called to take a hand. Even if the 
question became one between Austria and Russia we should not feel called 
upon to take a hand init. It would then be a question of the supremacy 
of Teuton or Slav—a struggle for supremacy in the Balkans; and our idea 
had always been to avoid being drawn into a war over a Balkan question. 
If Germany became involved and France became involved, we had not 
made up our minds what we should do; it was a case that we should have to 
consider. France would then have been drawn into a quarrel which was 
not hers, but in which, owing to her alliance, her honour and interest obliged 
her to engage. We were free from engagements, and we should have to 
decide what British interests required us to do. I thought it necessary 
to say that, because, as he knew, we were taking all precautions with regard 
to our fleet, and I was about to warn Prince Lichnowsky not to count on 
our standing aside, but it would not be fair that I should let M. Cambon 
be misled into supposing that this meant that we had decided what to do 
in a contingency that I still hoped might not arise. 

M. Cambon said that I had explained the situation very clearly. He 
understood it to be that in a Balkan quarrel, and in a struggle for supremacy 
between Teuton and Slav we should not feel called to intervene; should 
other issues be raised, and Germany and France become involved, so that 
the question became one of the hegemony of Europe, we should then decide 
what it was necessary for us to do. He seemed quite prepared for this 
announcement, and made no criticism upon it. 

He said French opinion was calm, but decided. He anticipated a 
demand from Germany that France would be neutral while Germany 
attacked Russia. This assurance France, of course, could not give; she 
was bound to help Russia if Russia was attacked. 





E. GREY. 


No. 88.* Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Goschen, British Ambassador at Berlin. 


Foreign Office, July 29, 1914. 
Sir, 

After speaking to the German Ambassador this afternoon about the 
European situation, I said that I wished to say to him, in a quite pri- 
vate and friendly way, something that was on my mind. The situation 
was very grave. While it was restricted to the issues at present actually 
involved we had no thought of interfering in it. But if Germany became 
involved in it, and then France, the issue might be so great that it would 
involve ail European interests; and I did not wish him to be misled by the 
friendly tone of our conversation—which I hoped would continue—into 
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thinking that we should stand aside. 1 1 y 


* Sic in the French text, this should be 89. 
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He said that he quite understood this, but he asked whether I meant 
that we should, under certain circumstances, intervene? 

I replied that I did not wish to say that, or to use anything that was like 
a threat or an attempt to apply pressure by saying that, if things became 








worse, we should intervene. There would be no question of our intervening 
if Germany was not involved, or even if France was not invelved. But we 
knew very we! at if the issue did become such that we thought British 
interests required us to intervene, we must intervene at once, and the 
decision would have to be very rapid, just as the decisions of other Powers 
had to I ed tl he friendly tone of our conversations would 
continu t present, and that I should be able to keep as closely in touch 
Wi he G Government in working for peace. But if we failed in 
our p the peace, and if the issue spread so that it involved 
pract E pean interest, I did not wish to be open to any 
rep! im tha e friendly tone of all our con itions had misled 
hi G rm ito supposing that we shot t take ion, and 
to t t if tl had not been so misk e course of things 
mi ( i 
Amb 10 exception to what I had sai eed, 
he \ \ it 1 ¥Y given in Be his 
vi t 101 
E. GREY 
No. 99. Sir F. Bertie, British Ambassador at Paris, to 
Sir Edward Grey. 
P | 30, 1914 
P { Re 1} | tl i € R 1 | ive 
} e Ge ( t Q her 
I B eS ree 
ce P t the G n 1 
beet l l t inf t nditions 
Ru ns¢ t el he 
] 1tna \ Hunga na trance that 
eignty of Servia and submit certain of the demands 
of the Austrian note, which Servia has not accepted, to an international 
dl 
Pr hinks that these conditions will not be accepted by Austria. 
He i nvinced that peace between the Powers is in the hands of Great 
Britair If His Maj ’s; Government announced that England would 
come to the aid of France in the event of a conflict between France and 


differences between Austria and Servia, 
for Germany would at once modify her attitude. 
be for His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, but he said that he must maintain 
1 France, he said, is pacific. She 
does not desire war, and all that she has done at present is to make prep- 
arations for mobilisation so as not to be taken unawares. The French 
Government will keep His Majesty's Government informed of everything 
that may be done in that way. They have reliable information that the 
German troops are concentrated round Thionville and Metz ready for war. 
If there were a general war on the Continent it would inevitably draw 


Germany as a result of the present 
there would be 

I explained to him how difficult it would 
ment to make such an announce 


that it would be in the interest 


no war 


> of peace. 
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England into it for the protection of her vital interests. A declaration now 
of her intention to support France, whose desire it is that peace should be 
maintained, would almost certainly prevent Germany from going to war. 


F. BERTIE. ' 
— Os 


No. 119. Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie, British Am- 
bassador at Paris. 


Foreign Office, July 31, 1914. 










Sir, 

M. Cambon referred to-day to a telegram that had been shown to Sir 

Arthur Nicolson this morning from the French Ambassador in Berlin, 
aying that it was the uncertainty with regard to whether we would inter- 
vel vhich was the encouraging element in Berlin, and that, if we would 
onl lare definitely on the side of Russia and France, it would decide 
the Cre attitu in vour of peace. 

[ said that it was quite wrong to suppose that we had left Germany 
under the impression that we would not intervene. - I had refused overtures 
to promise that we should remain neutral. I had not only definitely 
declined to say that we would remain neutral, I had even gone so far this 
morning as to say to the German Ambassador that, if France and Germany 
be involved in we should be drawn into it. That, of course, was 
not 1 1e thin aking an engagement to France, and I told M. Cam- 
bon of it only to show that we had not left Germany under the impression 


\ ld tand aside. 
M. Cambon then asked me for my reply to what he had said yesterday. 
I said that we had come to the conclusion, in the Cabinet to-day, that 
we could not give any pledge at the present time. Though we should have 
to put our policy before Parliament, we could not pledge Parliament in 
dvance. Up to the present moment, we did not feel, and public opinion 
lid not feel, that any treaties or obligations of this country were involved. 
r developments might alter this situation and cause the Government 
‘liament to take the view that intervention was justified. The 
f the neutrality of Belgium might be, I would not say a 
it an important factor, in determining our attitude. Whether 
proposed to Parliament to intervene or not to intervene in a war, 
Parliament would wish to know how we stood with regard to the neutrality 
of Belgium, and it might be that I should ask both France and Germany 
h was prepared to undertake an engagement that she would not 
be the first to violate the neutrality of Belgium. 

M. Cambon repeated his question whether we would help France if 


Germany made an attack on her. 
[ said that I could only adhere to the answer that, as far as things had 


ALG 








gone at present, we could not take any engagement. 

M. Cambon urged that Germany had from the beginning rejected 
proposals that might have made for peace. It could not be to England’s 
interest that France should be crushed by Germany. We should then 
be in a very diminished position with regard to Germany. In 1870 we ' 
had made a great mistake in allowing an enormous increase of German j 
strength, and we should now be repeating the mistake. He asked me 
whether I could not submit his question to the Cabinet again. 
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No. 148. Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie, British 
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Ambassador at Paris. 
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APPENDIX II. 


Extracts from the ‘‘Blue Book”’ relating to the Proposals made by the 
German Government to the English Government in 
order to obtain England’s Neutrality. 


85. Sir E. Goschen, British Ambassador at Berlin, to Sir 


Edward Grey. : 


Berlin, July 29, 1914. 


I was asked to call upon the Chancellor to-night. His | ‘xcellency 
had just re euener from Potsdam. . 

He said that should Au tria be attacked by Russia a European con- 
flagration might, he feared, 78 ‘come inevitable, owing to Germany's obliga- 
ti ms as Austria’s ally, in spite of his continued efforts to ma intain peace, 
He then proceeded to make the following strong bid for British neutr: rality. 
He said that it was clear, so far as he was able to judge the main p > 
which governed British policy, that Great Britain would never st ind | 
and allow France to be crushed in any conflict there might be. That, 
mee r, was not the object at which Germany aimed. Provided that 
1eutrality of Great Britain were certain, every assurance would be given 

he British Government that the Imperial Government aimed at no 
erritorial acqul sitions at the expense of France should they prove \ ictorious 
in any war that might ensue. 

] es 1e tioned his Exe Lhe ney about the F re nch colonie S, and he sal 1 that 
he was unable to give a similar undertaking in that respect. As regards 
| lis Excellency said that so long as Germany’s adversaries 
rity _ neutrality of the Netherlands; Germany was 
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ready to give His Maje y’s Government an assurance that she would do 
kewise. It Pope re nes BP pt of France what operations Germany 











li \ por 
might be forced to enter upon in Belgium, but when the war was over, 
Belgian integrity would be respected if she had not sided against Germany. 
His Excellency ended by saying that ever since he had been Chancellor 
1 f his policy had been, as you were aware, to brit bout an 
inderstanding with England; he trusted that these assuranc t form 
e | t understanding which he so much desired. He] in mind 
a x eutrality agree nt between England and Germany, though it 
v it the present moment too early to discu letails, and an 
British neutrality in the conflict which present crisis might 
Ee adune won le him to look forward to “ hi 
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No. 101. Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Goscher, British 
Ambassador at Berlin. 


Foreign Office, July 30, 1914. 


His Majesty’s Government cannot for a moment entertain the Chan- 
cellor’s proposal that they should bind themselves to neutrality on such 
terms. 

What he asks us in effect is to engage to stand by while French colonies 
are taken and France is beaten so long as Germany does not take French 
territory as distinct from the colonies. 

From the material point of view such a proposal is unacceptable, for 
France, without further territory in Europe being taken from her, could be 
so crushed as to lose her position as a Great Power, and become subordinate 
to German policy. 

Altogether apart from that, it would be a disgrace for us to make this 
bargain with Germany at the expense of France, a disgrace from which the 
good name of this country would never recover. 

The Chancellor also in effect asks us to bargain away whatever obliga- 
tion or interest we have as regards the neutrality of Belgium. We could 
not entertain that bargain either. 

Having said so much it is unnecessary to examine whether the prospect 
of a future general neutrality agreement between England and Germany 
offered positive advantages sufficient to compensate us for tying our hands 
now. We must preserve our full freedom to act as circumstances may 
seem to us to require in any such unfavourable and regrettable development 


of t 


he present crisis as the Chancellor contemplates. 

You should speak to the Chancellor in the above sense, and add most 
arn tix, +} + +} y , a in +174 ) ] eo] : , 
earne y tna ne one way ol laintaining the good relations between 


t 1 
England and Germany is that they should continue to work together to 








preserve the peace of Europe; if we succeed in this object, the mutual 
relations of Germany and England will, I believe, be 1pso facto improved and 


strengthened. For that object His Majesty’s Government will work in that 








, } 1] cir mtu y 1, ] 
way with all sincerity and goodwill. 

And I will say this: If the peace of Europe can be preserved, and the 
meant crici Pats al 1. my own endeavour will be to promote si 
presen Clisis alCly pa ( ly ly own endeavour Wl we LU PLVINOU some 

f : 
arrangement to which Germany coul 
assured that no aggressive or host 
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No. 123. Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Goschen, British 


Ambassador at Berlin. 
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APPENDIX II. (b). 


German attempts to obtain, on the Plea of a ‘‘Misunderstanding,” 
a Guarantee by England of the neutrality of France in 
a German-Russian War. 


. , ” 
rddeu Che A } ; LeEUUNEG, 


No. 1. Prince Lichnowsky, German Ambassador at London, to Herr 
von Bethmann-Hollweg, Chancellor of the German Empire. 


London, July 31, 1914. 


Sir E rd Grey has just lled me to the tel ne and asked me if 
I thought | Id say that we would not attack France if she remained 
neutral i1 German-Russian war. | id I thought I could assume re- 
nis : 


LICHNOWSKY. 
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No. 2. Telegram from the Emperor William to King George V. 
Berlin, August I, 1914. 
I have just received the communication from your Government offer- 
ing me the neu of France under the guarantee of Great Britain. 





fy. This offer was a anied by the question wh ether. in these circums stances, 

ee" Germany would ck rance. For tec reed reasons my mobilisation, 
which has been orde can for both fronts, East and West, this afternoon, 
must be carried out in accordance with preparations already begun. 

Orders co erm ding this cannot be given and unfortunately your 
telegrar ume too coe But if France offers her neutrality, which must 
be guaranteed by the English navy and army, I will refrain from attacking 
her and will use n y troops elsewhere. I hope that France will not be 
nervous. At this moment the troops on my frontier are stopped by tele- 

| 


graphic and telephonic orders from continuing their advance over the 


French frontier. oA WILLIAM. 


No. 3. Herr von Bethmann-Hollweg, Chancellor of the Empire, 
to Prince Lichnowsky, German Ambassador at London. 


Berlin, August 1, 1914. 


Germany is ready to agree to the English proposals if England will 
guarante: ith her military and naval forces, the neutrality of France in 
the Russo-German conflict. German mobilisation took place to-day, in 
ae to Russian provocation, and before the receipt of the English pro- 
= Consequently our concentration on the French frontier cannot be 





modified. We guarantee, however, that between now and Monday, August 
3, at 7 p.m., the French frontier shall not be crossed if England’s accept- 
ance has reached us by that time. 


BETHMANN-HOLLWEG. 


No. 4. Telegram from King George V. to the Emperor William. 


London, August 1, 1914. 
In re ply to your telegram — has just reached me, I think there 
has been a misund cova inding with regard to the suggestion made during 
the course of a friéndly conve nation tates en Prince Lichnowsky and Sir 
Edward Grey, when they were discussing how an armed conflict between 
Germany and France might be delayed until a means of agreement between 
Austria-Hungary and Rus ia had been found. Sir Edward Grey will see 
Prince Lichnowsky to-morrow morning to make it clear that there has 

certainly been misunderstanding on the part of the latter. 
GEORGE. 


No. 6. Prince Lichnowsky, German Ambassador at London, to Herr 
von Bethmann-Hollweg, Chancellor of the German Empire. 


London, August 2, 1914. 
Sir Edward Grey's suggestions, founded on England’s wish to remain 
| Y since were made without previous agreement with France, and have 


Since been abandoned as useless. 
LICHNOWSKY. 
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APPENDIX III. 





Extracts from the “Blue Book’ relating to England’s refusal to admit 
the German point of view on the question of the 
violation of Belgian neutrality. 


No. 153. Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Goschen, British 
Ambassador at Berlin. 
Foreign Office, August 4, 1914. 

The King of the Belgians has made an appeal to His Majesty the King 
for diplomatic intervention on behalf of Belgium in the following terms:— 

‘“‘Remembering the numerous proofs of Your Majesty’s friendship and 
that of your predecessor, and the friendly attitude of England in 1870 
and the proof of friendship you have just given us again, I make a supreme 
appeal to the diplomatic intervention of Your Majesty’s Government to 
safeguard the integrity of Belgium.” 

His Majesty’s Government are also informed that the German Govern- 
ment have delivered to the Belgian Government a note proposing friendly 
neutrality entailing free passage through Belgian territory, and promising 
to maintain the independence and integrity of the Kingdom and its posses- 
sions at the conclusion of peace, threatening in case of refusal to treat 
Belgium as anenemy. An answer was requested within twelve hours. 

We also understand that Belgium has categorically refused this as a 
flagrant violation of the law of nations. 





His Majesty’s Government are bound to protest against this violation 
of a treaty to which Germany is a party in common with themselves, and 
must request an assurance that the demand made upon Belgium will not be 

-oceeded with and that her neutrality will be respected by Germanv. Y 
proceeded with and that her neutrality will be respected by Germany. ou 


should ask for an immediate reply. 
E. GREY. 


No. 155. Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Villiers, British 
Minister at Brussels. 
Foreign Office, August 4, 1914. 

You should inform Belgian Government that if pressure is applied 
to them by Germany to induce them to depart from neutrality, His 
Majesty’s Government expect that they will resist by any means in their 
power, and that His Majesty’s Government will support them in offering 
such resistance, and that His Majesty’s Government in this event are 
prepared to join Russia and France, if desired, in offering to the Belgian 
Government at once common action for the purpose of resisting use of 
force by Germany against them, and a guarantee to maintain their inde- 
pendence and integrity in future years. 4 


E. GREY. 
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No. 157. German Foreign Secretary to Prince Lichnowsky, German 
Ambassador at London. 


(Communicated by German Embassy, August 4.) 
Berlin, August 4, 1914. 

Please dispel any mistrust that may subsist on the part of the British 
Government with regard to our intentions, by repeating most positively 
formal assurance that, even in the case of armed conflict with Belgium, 
Germany will, under no pretence whatever, annex Belgian territory. Sin- 
cerity of this declaration is borne out by fact that we solemnly ple dged our 
word to Holland strictly to respect her neutrality. It is obvious that we 
could not profitably annex Belgian territory u without making at the same time 
territorial acquisitions at ee of Holland. Please impress upon Sir E. 
Grey that German army could not be exposed to French attack across 
Belgium, which was planned according to absolutely unimpeachable infor- 





mation. Germany had cons sequently to disregard Belgian neutrality, it 
being for her a question of life or death to prevent French advance. 
JAGOW. 


o. 159. Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Goschen, British 
Ambassador at Berlin. 
Foreign Office, August 4, 1914. 


We ir that Gern has addressed note to Belgian Minister for 





Foreign Affairs statins iat German Government will be compelled to 

carry out, if necessary, by force of arms, the measures cone lered indis- 
ae 

yensa 

: We are also informed that Belgian territory has been violated at 

Gemmenic! 

In tl ircumstances, and in view of the fact that Germany declined 
to give the samé assurance respecting Belgium as France gave last week in 
reply t ir request made simultaneou sly at Berlin and Paris, we must 
repeat that reque t, and ask that a satisfact Ty Teply to it and to my 
telegram of this morning be received here by 12 o'clock to-night. If not, 


you are instructed to ask for your passports, and to say that His Maje ssty’s 
Government feel bound to take all steps in their power to uphold the 


néutrality of Belgium and the observance of a treaty to which Germany is 
as mu i party as ourselve 
E. GREY. 


160. Sir E. Goschen to Sir Edward Grey. 


London, August 8, 1914. 
Sir, 

In accordance with the instructions contained in your telegram of 
the 4th instant I c alled upon the Secretary of State that afternoon and 
inquired, in the name of His Majesty’s Government, whether the Imperial 
Government would refrain from violating Belgian neutrality. Herr von 
Jagow at once replied that he was sorry to say that his answer must be 
“No,” as, in consequence of the German troops hz — crossed the frontier 
that morning, Belgian neutrality had been already ‘violated. Herr von 
Jagow again went into the reasons why the Imperial Government had been 
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obliged to ti ike this step, namely, that they had to advance into France by 
the quickest and easiest way, so as to be able to get well ahead with their 
operations and endeavour to strike some decisive blow as early as possible. 
It was a matter of life and death for them, as if they had gone by the more 
southern route they could nct have hoped, in view of the paucity of roads 
and the strength of the fortresses, to have got through without formidable 
opposition entailing great loss of time. This loss of time would have 
meant time gained by the Russians for bringing up their troops to the 
German frontier. Rapidity of action was the great German asset, while 
that of Russia was an inexhaustible supply of troops. I pointed out to 
Herr von Jagow that this fait accompls of the violation of the Belgian 
frontier ren lered, as he would readily understand, the situation exceedingly 
grave, and I asked him whether there was not still time to draw back and 
avoid possible consequences, which both he and I would deplore. He 
replied that, for the reasons he had given me, it was now impossible for 
them to draw back. 

During the afternoon I received your further telegram of the same 
date, and, in compliance with the instructions therein contained, I again 
proce he Imperial Foreign Office and informed the Secretary of 
State that unless the Imperial Government could give the assurance by 
12 o'clock that night.that they would proceed no further with the ir viola- 
tion of the Belgian frontier and stop their advance, I had been instructe 1 
to demand my passports and inform the Imperial Government that His 
Majesty’s Government would have to take all steps in their power to up- 
hold the neutrality of Belgium and the observance of a treaty to which 
Germany was as much a party as themselves. 

Herr von Jagow replied that to his great regret he could give no other 
answer than that which he had given me earlier in the day, namely, that 
the safety of the Empire rendered it absolutely necessary that the Imperial 
troops should advance through Belgium. I gave his Excellency a written 
summary of your telegram and, pointing out that you had mentioned 
12 o'clock as _ time when His Majesty’s Government would expect an 
answer, asked him whether, in view of the terrible consequences which 
would necessarily ensue, it were not possible even at the last moment that 
their answer should be reconsidered. He replied that if the time given 
were even twenty-four hours or more, his answer must be the same. I 
said that in that case I should have to demand my passports. This inter- 
view took place at about 7 o'clock. In a short conversation which ensued 
Herr von Jagow expressed his poignant regret at the crumbling of his entire 
policy and that of the Chancellor, which had been to make friends with 
Great Britain, and then, through Great Britain, to get closer to France. 
I said that this sudden end to my work in Berlin was to me also a matter 
of deep regret and disappointment, but that he must understand that 
under the circumstances and in view of our engagements, His Majesty's 
Government could not possibly have acted otherwise than they had done. 

I then said that I should like to go and see the Chancellor, as it might 
be, — the last time I should have an opportunity of seeing him. 
He begged me to do so. I found the Chancellor very agitated. His 
Excellency at once began a harangue, which lasted for about twenty 
minutes. He said that the step taken by His Majesty’s Government was 
terrible to a degree; just for a word—“‘neutrality,” a word wl — in war 
time had so often been disregarded—just for a scrap of paper Great Britain 
Was going to make war on a kindred nation who desired nothing better 
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than to be friends with her. All his efforts in that direction had been 
rendered useless by this last terrible step, and the policy to which, as I 
knew, he had devoted himself since his accession to office had tumbled 
down like a house of cards. What we had done was unthinkable; it was 
like striking a man from behind while he was fighting for his life against 
two assailants. He held Great Britain responsible for all the terrible 
events that might happen. I protested strongly against that statement, 
and said that, in the same way as he and Herr von Jagow wished me to 
understand that for strategical reasons it was a matter of life and death to 
Germany to advance through Belgium and violate the latter’s neutrality, so 
I would wish him to understand that it was, so to speak, a matter of “‘life 
and death”’ for the honour of Great Britain that she should keep her solemn 
engagement to do her utmost to defend Belgium’s neutrality if attacked. 
That solemn compact simply had to be kept, or what confidence could 
anyone have in engagements given by Great Britain in the future? The 
Chancellor said, ‘‘But at what price will that compact have been kept. 
Has the British Government thought of that?”’ I hinted to his Excellency 
as plainly as I could that fear of consequences could hardly be regarded as 
an excuse for breaking solemn engagements, but his Excellency was so 
excited, so evidently overcome by the news of our action, and so little 
disposed to hear reason that I refrained from adding fuel to the flame by 
further argument. As I was leaving he said that the blow of Great 
Britain joining Germany’s enemies was all the greater that almost up to 
the last moment he and his Government had been working with us and 
supporting our efforts to maintain peace between Austria and Russia. I 
said that this was part of the tragedy which saw the two nations fall apart 
just at the moment when the relations between them had been more 
friendly and cordial than they had been for years. Unfortunately, not- 
withstanding our efforts to maintain peace between Russia and Austria, 
the war had spread and had brought us face to face with a situation which, 
if we held to our engagements, we could not possibly avoid, and which 
unfortunately entailed our separation from our late fellow-workers. He 
would readily understand that nc one regretted this more than I. 

After this somewhat painful interview I returned to the embassy and 
drew up a telegraphic report of what had passed. This telegram was 
handed in at the Central Telegraph Office a little before 9 p.m. It was 
accepted by that office, but apparently never despatched. 

At about 9.30 p.m. Herr von Zimmermann, the Under-Secretary of 
State, came to see me. After expressing his deep regret that the very 
friendly official and personal relations between us were about to cease, he 
asked me casually whether a demand for passports was equivalent to a 
declaration of war. I said that such an authority on international law as 
he was known to be must know as well or better than I what was usual in 
such cases. I added that there were many cases where diplomatic relations 
had been broken off, and, nevertheless, war had not ensued; but that in 
this case he would have seen from my instructions, of which I had given 
Herr von Jagow a written summary, that His Majesty’s Government 
expected an answer to a definite question by 12 o’clock that night and that 
in default of a satisfactory answer they would be forced to take such steps 
as their engagements required. Herr Zimmermann said that that was, in 
fact, a declaration of war, as the Imperial Government could not possibly 
give the assurance required either that night or any other night. 


E. GOSCHEN. 








APPENDIX IV. 


Extracts from the “Grey Book” pointing out the Conditions under which 
Germany violated Belgian Neutrality. 


No. 2. M. Davignon, Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs, to the Belgian 
Ministers at Paris, Berlin, London, Vienna, and St. Petersburgh. 


Brussels, July 





TI Belgian Government Ie ( 
whether, in present circumstance e ad SS 
to the Powers who guarantee é ‘ trality a 
communicatio1 ring them of determination to fulfil the 
international obligations imposed uy reaty in the event of a war 
breakir it on her frontier 

lhe Government have come to 1e conclu ion that suchac nmunica- 
tion would be premature at present, but that events might move rapidly 
and not lea‘ ufficient time to forward suitable instructions at the desired 
moment to the Belgian representatives abroad 

In th ircumstances I have proposed lleagues 
in the Cabinet, who have concurred, to giv tions as 
to the steps to be taken by you if the prospx an war 





became more threatening. 
I enclose herewith a note, signed but not dated, which you should read 
to the Minister for Foreign Affairs and of which you shou rive him a 


] j > 


ler such a communication nece 





copy, if circumstances rend 
[ will inform you by telegram when you are to act on these instructions. 
This telegram will be despatched when the order is given for the 
mobilisation of the Belgian army if, contrary to our earnest hope and to 
the apparent prospect of a peaceful settlement, our information leads us 





to take this extreme measure of precaution. 


DAVIGNON. 


Enclosure in No. 2. 


The international situation is serious, and the possibility of a war 
between several Powers naturally preoccupies the Belgian Government. 

Belgium has most scrupulously observed the duties of a neutral State 
imposed upon her by the treaties of April 19, 1839; and those duties she 
will strive unflinchingly to fulfil, whatever the circumstances may be. 

The friendly feelings of the Powers towards her have been so often 
reaffirmed that Belgium confidently expects that her territory will remain 
free from any attack, should hostilities break out upon her frontiers. 

All necessary steps to ensure respect of Belgian neutrality have never- 
theless been taken by the Government. The Belgian army has been 
mobilised and is taking up such strategic positions as have been chosen to 
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J 
secure the defence of the intry and the respect of its neutrality. The 
fort \ . Meuse have bes tote of deten 

I el Il up ese ‘ 
The ¢ ve Bel rani? fil 
oblig \ he Vy ( ¢ e Dee 
been ! n of ta . an 
betw x ecling ‘ 

[r i ns, I} ( r ¢ municate 
to y‘ i claration Be 1G nment, 

4 < ( 1 « Ol it 


No. 8. M. Davignon, Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs, to the Belgian 
Ministers at Berlin, Paris, London, Vienna, St. Petersburgh, 
Rome, The Hague, and Luxemburg. 


Brussel 3 July 29, I9I4. 








Sir 
( ‘ tne l upon a 
stre 
i ( 1 1 

{ ( B it n ime 
de H til sists 
( tia ( re the ti ing 
to Ce i 1 ny ( ( r cavalr m 
ci ime str se of the cor er- 
m eT lé gy in Pov eI 

l ( you to re 1estions whicl y be 

‘ 
addr 
DAVIGNON. 


No. 9. M. Davignon, Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs, to the Belgian 
Ministers at Berlin, Paris, and London. 








The French Minister came to show 1 elegram from the Agenc« 
Havas reporting a state of war in Germany, and said:— 

“T,seize this opportunity to declare that no incursion of French troops 
into Be ike place, even if considerable forces are massed upon 
the fr of your country. France does not wish to incur the responsi 
bility, r as Belgium is concerned, of taking the first hostile act. 
Instr ns in this sense will be given to the French authorities.”’ 


observe that we had always had the greatest confidence in the loyal obser- 
vance by both our neighbouring States of their engagements towards us. 
We have also every reason to believe that the attitude of the German 
Government will be the same as that of the Government of the French 


Republic. 


[ thanked M. Klobukowski for his communication, and I felt bound to 





DAVIGNON. 








No. 11. M. Davignon, Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs, to the Belgian 
Ministers at Berlin, London, and Paris. 
Brussels, July 31, 1914. 
Sir, 

The British Minister asked to see me on urgent business, and made 
the following communication, which he had hoped for some days to be able 
to present to me: Owing to the possibility of a European war, Sir Edward 
Grey has asked the F rench and German Governments separately if they 
were each of them ready to respect Belgian neutrality provided that no 
other Power violated it: = 

“Tn view of existing treaties, I am instructed to inform the Bel- 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the above, and to say that Sir 
iward Grey presumes that Belgium will do her utmost to main- 
tain her neutrality, and that she desires and expects that the other 

Powers will respect and maintain it.” 

I has tened to thank Sir Francis Villiers for this communication, which 
the Belgian Government particularly appreciate, and I added that Great 
Britain ¢ nd the other nations guaranteeing our independence could rest 
assured that we would neglect no effort to maintain our neutrality, and that 
we were convinced that the other Powers, in view of the excellent relations 
of friendship and confidence which had always existed between us, would 
respect and maintain that neutrality. 

I did not fail to state that our military forces, which had been consider- 
ably developed in consequence of our recent reorganisation, were sufficient 








ably d 
to enable us to defend ourselves energetically in the event of the violation 
of our tert ‘itory. 

In the irse of the ensuing conversation, Sir Francis seemed to me 


somewhat sacoel sed at the speed with which we had decided to mobilise our 
army. I pointed out to him that the Netherlands had come to a similar 
decision before we had done so, and that, moreover, the recent date of our 
new military ; ystem, and the tempor iry nature of the measures upon Ww hich 
had to decide, made it necessary for us to take immediate and 
precautions. Our neighbors and guarantors should see in this 
on our strong desire to uphold our neutrality ourselves. 

Francis seemed to be satisfied with my reply, and stated that his 
before continuing negotiations with 






+h 


we 
thoro 





nt were awaiting this reply 
nd Germany, the result of which would be communicated to me. 


DAVIGNON. 


No 12. M. Davignon, Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs, to the Belgian 
Ministers at Berlin, London, and Paris. 

Brussels, July 31, 1914. 
Sir, 
In the course of the conversation which the Secretary-General of my 
Department had with Herr von Below this morning, he explained to 
the German Minister the scope of the military measures which we had 
taken, and said to him that they were a consequence of our desire to fulfil 
1 obligations, and that they in no wise implied an attitude 





our internationa 
of distrust towards our neig hbour 
lhe Secretary-General then asl ced the German Minister if he knew of 
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the conversation which he had had with his predecessor, Herr von Flotow, 
and of the reply which the Imperial Chancellor had instructed the latter to 
give. 
In the course of the controversy which arose in IgII as a consequence of 
the Dutch scheme for the fortification of Flushing, certain newspapers had 

maintained that in the case of a Franco-German war Belgian neutrality 
would be violated by Germany. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs had suggested that a declaration in 
the German Parliament during a debate on foreign affairs would serve to 
calm public opinion, and to dispel the mistrust which was so regrettable 
from the point of view of the relations between the two countries. 

Herr von Bethmann-Hollweg replied that he had fully appreciated the 
feelings which had inspired our representations. He declared that Ger- 
many had no intention of violating Belgian neutrality, but he considered 
that in making a public declaration Germany would weaken her military 
position in regard to France, who, secured on the northern side, would con- 
centrate all her energies on the east. 

Baron van der Elst, continuing, said that he perfectly understood the 
objections raised by Herr von Bethmann-Hollweg to the proposed public 
declaration, and he recalled the fact that since then, in 1913, Herr von 
Jagow had made reassuring declarations to the Budget Commission of th 
Reichstag respecting the maintenance of Belgian neutrality. 

Herr von Below replied that he knew of the conversation with Herr von 
Flotow, and that he was certain that the sentiments expressed at that time 
had not changed. 


DAVIGNON. 


Enclosure in No. 12. 


The Belgian Minister at Berlin to M. Davignon, Belgian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs. 
Berlin, May 2, 1913. 
Sir, 

I have the honour to bring to your notice the declarations respect- 
ing Belgian neutrality, as published in the semi-official ‘‘ Norddeutsche 
Allgemeine Zeitung,’’ made by the Secretary of State and the Minister 
of War, at the meeting of the Budget Committee of the Reichstag on 
April 29th:— . 

‘‘A member of the Social Democrat Party said: ‘The approach 
of a war between Germany and France 4s viewed with apprehen- 
sion in Belgium, for it is feared that Germany will not respect the 
neutrality of Pelgium.’ 

‘‘Herr von Jagow, Secretary of State, replied: ‘Belgian neu- 
trality is provided for by International Conventions and Germany 
is determined to respect those Conventions.’ 

‘This declaration did not satisfy another member of the Social 
Democrat Party. Herr von Jagow said that he had nothing to 
add to the clear statement he had made respecting the relations 
between Germany and Belgium. 

“In answer to fresh enquiries by a member of the Social Demo- 
crat Party, Herr von Heeringen, the Minister of War, replied: 
‘Belgium plays no part in the causes which justify the proposed 
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reorganisation of the German military system. That proposal i 
based on the situation on the East. Germany will not lose sight 
of the fact that the neutrality of Belgium is guaranteed by inter- 
national treaty.’ 
‘“A member of the Progressive Party having once again spoken 
of Belgium, Herr von Jagow repeated that this declaration in 
= ag 


regard to Belgium was sufficiently clear. 






Baron BEYENS. 


No. 13. Count de Lalaing, Belgian Minister at London, to M. Davignon, 
Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


(Telegram.) London, August I, I9I4. 


Great Britain has asked France and Germany separately if they intend 
to respect Belgian territory in the event of its not being violated by their 
adversary. Germany’s reply is awaited. France has replied in the 
aff 


No. 14. Baron Beyens, Belgian Minister at Berlin, to M. Davignon, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Teleg1 Berlin, August I, 1914. 


Briti \ml idor has been instructed to inquire of the Minister 
for For Affairs whether, in the event of war, Germany would respect 
Belgia trali and I understand that the Minister replied that was 
t i i 


No. 15. M. Davignon, Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs, to the Belgian 
5 5 ’ g 
Ministers at Berlin, Paris and London. 


I hon rm you t | NI made 
the touowing vel al Co ica to 
[ am autl Lt cla 1 the « it of an international 
{ ich Government, in accordance with the declaration 
lways made, will respect the neutrality of Belgium. In 
his neutrality not being respected by another Power, 
h Government, to secure their own defence, might find it 
lify their attitude.” 
I thanked Excellency and added that we on our side had taken 
without delay all the measures necessary to ensure that our independence 
ron 1 be respected 





DAVIGNON. 


No. 19. M. Davignon, Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs, to Belgian 
Ministers at Paris, Berlin, London, Vienna, and St. Petersburgh. 


Brussels, August 2, 1914. 


[ was careful to warn the German Minister through M. de Bassom- 
pierre that an announcement in the Brussels press by M. Klobukowskt, 
French Minister, would make public the formal declaration which the latter 
I 


1ad made to me on the Ist August. When I next met Herr von Below he 
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thanked me for this attention, and added that up to the present he had not 
been instructed to make us an official communication, but that we knew 
his personal opinion as to the feelings of security, which we had the right 
to entertain towards our eastern neighbours. I at once replied that all 
that we knew of their inte anes as indicated in numerous previous con- 
versations, did not allow us to doubt their perfect correctness towards 
Belgium. I added, however, that we should attach the greatest importance 
to the possession of a formal declaration, which the Belgian nation would 
hear of with joy and gratitude 


DAVIGNON. 


No. 20. Note presented by Herr von Below Saleske, German Minister 
at Brussels, to M. Davignon, Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Brussels, August 2, 1914. 


Reliable information has been received by the German Government 
to the effect that French forces intend to march on the line of the Meuse 
by Givet and Namur. This information leaves no doubt as to the inten- 
tion of France to march through Belgian territory against Germany. 

The German Government cannot but fear that Belgium, in spite of the 





utmost goodwill, will be unable, without assistance, to repel so considerable 
a French invasion with sufficient prospect of success to afford an adequate 
guarantee against danger to Germany. It is essential for the self-defence 
of Germany that she should antiaenbe any such hostile attack. The 
German Government would, however, feel the dé epest regret if Belgium 
regarded as an act of hostility against herself the fact that the measures of 


Germany's opponents force Germany, for her own protection, to enter 
Belgian territory. 

In order to exclude any possibility of misunderstanding, the German 
Government make the following declaration: 

1. Germany has in view no act of hostility against Belgium. In the 
event of Belgium being prepared in the coming war to maintain an attitude 
of frie ied ne utrality towards Germany, the German Government bind 
themselves, at the conclusion of peace, to guarantee the possessions and 
Diconien nce of the Belgian Kingdom in full. 

2. Germany undertakes, under the above-mentioned condition, to 
evacuate Belgian territory on the conclusion of peace. 

3. If Belgi adopts a friendly attitude, Germany is prepared, in 
co-operation with the Bel lgian authorities, to purch ase all necessaries for 
her trox ps against a cash pay me nt, and to pay an indemnity for any dam- 
age that nay have been caused by German troops. 

4. Sh oul | Belgium oppose the German troops, and in particular should 
she throw dif mown ties in the way of their march by a resistance of the 
fortresses on the Meuse, or by destroying railways, roads, tunnels, 
other similar works, Ge rmany will, to her regret, be. compelled to consider 
Belgium as an enemy 

In this « oct a ‘an undertake no obligations towards Belgium, 
but the eventu: al adjustment of the relations between the two States must 
be left to the decision of arms. The German Government, however, enter- 
tain the distinct hope that this eventuality will not occur, and that the 
Belgian Government will know how to take the necessary measures to pre- 
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vent the occurrence of incidents such as those mentioned. In this case the 
friendly ties which bind the two neighbouring States will grow stronger and 
more enduring 


No. 22. Note communicated by M. Davignon, Belgian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, to Herr von Below Saleske, German Minister. 


Brussels, August 3, 1914 (7 a.m.) 


The German Government stated in their note of the 2nd August, 1914, 
— accor ling to reliable information F ren h forces intended to march on 

Meuse via Givet and Namur, and that Belgium, in spite of the best 
inte ntions, would not be in a position to repulse, without assistance, an 
advance of f French trov ps. 

The German Government, therefore, consider themselves compelled to 


anticipate this attack and to violate Belgian territory. In these circum- 
stances, Germany proposed to the Belgian Government to poet a friendly 
attitude towards her, and undertook, on the conclusion of peace, to guar- 


antee the integrity of the Kingdom and its possessions to their ‘6 ill extent. 
The note added that if Belgium put difficulties in the way of the advance of 
German troc ps, Ge rmany would be compe lled to cons ide ‘r her as an enemy, 
and to leave the ultimate adjustment of the relations between the two States 
to the decision of arms. 

This note has made a deep and painful impression upon the Belgian 
Government. 

The inte nti ms attributed to France by Germany are in con diction to 
the formal declarations made to us on August I, in the name of the French 
Government. 

Moreover, if contrary to our expectation, Belgian neutrality should be 
violated by France, Belgium intends to fulfil her international obligations 
and the Belgian army would offer the most vigorous resistance to the 
invader. 

The treaties of 1839, confirmed by the treaties of 1870, vouch for the 
independence and neutrality of Belgium under the guarantee of the Powers, 
and notably of the Government of His Majesty the King of Prussia. 

Belgium has always been faithful to her international obligations, she 
has carried out her duties in a spirit of loyal impartiality, and she has left 
nothing undone to maintain and enforce respect for her neutrality. 

The attack upon her independence with which the German Government 
threaten her constitutes a flagrant violation of international law. No 
strategic interest justifies such a violation of law. 

The Be lgian Government, if they were to accept the proposals submitted 
to them, would sacrifice the honour of the nation and betray their duty 
towards Europe. 

Conscious of the part which Belgium has played for more than eighty 
years in the civilisation of the worl i, they refuse to believe that the inde- 

pendence of Belgium can only be preserved at the price of the violation of 
= neutrality. 

If tl us hope is disappointed the Belgian Government are firmly resolved 
to repel, by all the means in their power, every attack upon their rights. 


DAVIGNON. 


0 








No. 27. Herr von Below Saleske, German Minister, to M. Davignon, 
Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Brussels, August 4, 1914 (6 a.m.) 
Sir, 

In accordance with my instructions, I have the honour to inform your 
Excellency that in consequence of the refusal of the Belgian Govern- 
ment to entertain the well-intentioned proposals made to them by the 
German Government, the latter, to their deep regret, find themselves com- 
pelled to take—if necessary by force of arms—those measures of defence 
already foreshadowed as indispensable, in view of the menace of France. 


von BELOW. 


No. 28. Note communicated by Sir Francis H. Villiers, British Minister 
at Brussels, to M. Davignon, Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Brussels, August 4, Ig14. 

I am instructed to inform the Belgian Government that if Germany 
brings pressure to bear upon Belgium with the object of forcing her to 
abandon her attitude of neutrality, His Britannic Majesty’s Government 
expect Belgium to resist with all the means at her disposal. 

In that vate His Britannic Majesty’s Government are prepared to 
join Ru = and France, should Belgium so desire, in tende ‘ring at once 
joint assistance to the Belgian Government with a view to resisting any 
forcible measures adopted by Germany against Belgium, and also offering 
a guarantee for the maintenance of the future independence and integrity 


of Belgiun 
FRANCIS H. VILLIERS. 


No. 30. M. Davignon, Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs, to Belgian 
Ministers at London and Paris. 

m.) Brussels, August 4, 1914. 

he General Staff announces that Belgian territory has been violated 

at Gemmenich. 





DAVIGNON. 


No. 31. M. Davignon, Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs, to Herr von 
Below Saleske, German Minister. 


Brussels, August 4, I914. 


Sir, 

I have the honour to inform your Excellency that from to-day the 
Belgian Government are unable to recognise your diplomatic status and 
cease to have official relations with you. Your Excellency will find en- 
closed the passports necessary for your departure with the staff of the 
legation 


DAVIGNON. 





Baron Beyens, Belgian Minister at Berlin, to M. Davignon, 


No. 365. 
Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
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No. 39. Count de Lalaing, Belgian Minister at London, to M. Davignon, 
Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


a a ‘ ) 
(i eclegram. 








Great B I rning called upon (¢ oO re Belgian 
neutra The ul natum ay tha where a 
Gi Belgium threatens the latter wit eal to t 
a Oppo tl passage of German troops; 1 wher vlan 
t tory 1 violated at Gemmenich; German} 
re { Great Britain a similar assurance to that given | wee 
France; therefore Great Britain must once again demand a satisfactory 
reply on ( ibject of the re pect of Belgian neutrality and of the treaty 
to which Germany, no less than Great Britain, is a signatory. The ulti- 
matum expires at midnight. 

Germany, the British 


In consequence of the British ultimatum to 
h I telegraphed to you 1s cancelled for the time being. 


NT DE LALAING. 





Oposal W 
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No. 40. M. Davignon, Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs, to British, 
French, and Russian Ministers at Brussels. 


Brussels, August 4, 1914. 





The Belgian Government regret to have to announce to your Excellency 
that this morning the armed forces of Germany entered Belgian territory 
in violatio1 y eng it 

The Belgian Government are firmly determined to resist by 
mean 

Be G Bri 1, France, and R 1 to co-operate 
guaran us e! nce of her territory. 

Ther ld be concerted and joint action, to oppose the forcible 
measures ta y Germany against Belgium, and, at the same time, to 
guarant 1ture maintenance of the independence and integri if 
3elg 

B im is happy to be able to declare that she will undertake t! 
de i 1 pl i 


DAVIGNON. 


No. 41. Count de Lalaing, Belgian Minister at London, to M. Davignon, 
Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Teli London, August 5, 1914 
Get if Brit prope Great Britain has 
inform« l ot war existed between t two countries as from 


Count vE LALAING. 


No. 44. M. Davignon, Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs, to the Bel- 
gian Heads of Missions in all Countries having Diplomatic 
Relations with Belgium. 

Brussels, August 5, 1914. 
Sir, 
By 


Austria, and Russia declare 





sia, France, Great Britain, 








themse ; guarantors of the treaty concluded 
on th une day between His Majesty the King of the Belgians and His 
Majesty the King of the Netherlands. The treaty runs: “Belgium shall 
form a State independent and perpetually neutral.’’ Belgium has fulfilled 
all her international ob he has accomplished her duty in a spirit 
of loyal impartiality, she has n ted no effort to maintain her neutrality 
and to cause that neutrality to b 1. 
In tl ircumstances the Belgian Government have learnt with 


deep pain that the armed forces of Germany, a Power guaranteeing Bel- 
gian neutrality, have entered Belgian territory in violation of the obliga- 
tions undertaken by treaty. 

It is our duty to protest with indignation against an outrage against 
international law provoked by no act of ours. 

The Belgian Government are firmly determined to repel by all the means 
in their power the attack thus made upon their neutrality, and they recall 
the fact that, in virtue of Article 10 of The Hague Convention of 1907 








IolI 








ing the rights and duties of neutral Powers and persons in the case 
y land, if a neutral Power repels, even by force, attacks on her 
rality such action cannot be considered as a hostile act. 

have to request that you will ask at once for an audience with the 
Miniete r for Foreign Affairs and oa this despatch to his Excellency, 
anding him a copy. If the interview cannot be granted at once you 


make the communication in question in writing. 








DAVIGNON. 


No. 48. Communication of August 5, from Sir Francis Villiers, British 
Minister at Brussels, to M. Davignon, Belgian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs. 


I am instructed to inform the Belgian Government that His Britannic 
Majesty’s Gove ‘rmment consider joint eg with a view to resisting 


Germany to be in force and to be justified by the Treaty of 1839. 


No. 52. M. Davignon, Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs, to the Belgian 
Ministers at Paris, London, and St. Petersburgh. 


Brussels, August 5, I914. 


have the honour to inform you that the French and Russian 
made a communication to me this morning informing me of the 

of their Governments to respond to our appeal, and to co- 
operate with Great Britain in the defence of Belgian territory. 


DAVIGNON. 





No. 60. Baron Fallon, Belgian Minister at The Hague, to M. Davignon, 
Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


(Telegram. ) The Hague, August 9, I9I4. 
The Netherlands Minister for Foreign Affairs has begged me to con- 
vey to you the following information, the United States Minister at 
Brussels having declined to do so: 
The fortress of Liége has been taken by assault after a brave defence. 
The German Government most deeply regret that bloody encounters should 
have resulted from the attitude of the Belgian Government towards Ger- 








many. Germany 1 ning as an enemy into Belgium, it is only 
through the force of tances that she had, owing to the military 
measures of France, the grave decision of entering B« ign im and 
occupying Liége as a r her further military operations. Now that 
the Belgian army has 1 d the honour of its arms by its heroic resistance 
to a very upe eri r force, the German Government beg the King of the 
Belgians an » Belgian Government to spare Belgium th« furthe er horrors 
of war. 1 oe Ge rman Government are ready for any c¢ rayne vith Bel- 
gium which can be reconciled with their arrangements with Franc Ger- 
many once more gives her solemn assurance that it is not her intention to 


ap] ro] priate Be lgian territory to herself and that such an intention is far 


oO 


from her thoughts. Germany is still ready to evacuate Belgium as soon as 
the state of war will allow her to do so.”’ 
The United States Ambassador had asked his colleague to undertake 
this attempt at mediation. The Minister for Foreign Affairs has accepted 
! (y this mission without enthusiasm. I have undertaken it to oblige him. 


Baron FALLON. 


No. 71. M. Davignon, Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs, to Baron 
Fallon, Belgian Minister at The Hague. 


(Telegram.) Brussels, August 12, Igt4. 

Please communicate the following telegram to the Netherlands Minister 
for Foreign Affairs:— 

“The proposal made to us by the German Government repeats the pro- 
posal which was formulated in the ultimatum of August 2nd. Faithful to 
her international obligations, Belgium can only reiterate her reply to that 
ultimatum, the more so as since August 3rd, her neutrality has been vio- 
lated, a distressing war has been waged on her territory, and the guarantors 
of her neutrality have responded loyally and without delay to her appeal.” 


DAVIGNON. 


163 





APPENDIX V. 


00 


Telegrams exchanged between the Emperor William II. 
and the Emperor Nicholas II. 


? 


(Extracts from the German Wiite Book.) 


I. The Emperor William to the Emperor Nicholas. 


July 28, I9I4 10 15 








I have heard with the greatest anxiety of the impression which 1s caused 
action of Austria-Hungary against Servia he unscrupulous 
tation which ha een going on for years in Servia, has led to the re- 
volt linand has become a victim. 
rl ir own King and his consort 
till d will agree with me that both 
fu 1 common interest to 
l l I le I hall iffe 
aa 
Or lifficult ount 1 
¥ opit 1. In view 
‘ nr th fe long ¢ with fir 
ae Austria-Hu it 
franl ia. I hoy l 
ill difficult ‘ 





II. The Emperor Nicholas to the Emperor William. 








Peterhof Palace, July 29, 1914, I p.m. 
[am glad that You are back in Germany. In this serious moment I ask 
You earnestly to help me. An ignominious war has been decl 1 against a | 

k country and in Russia the indignation which I fully share is tremen- 

[ fear that very soon I shall be unable to resist the pressure exer- 

yon me and that I shall be forced to take measures which will lead 

war. To prevent a calamity as a European war would be, I urge You 

the name of our old friendship to do all in Your power to restrain Your 

1] + 


NICHOLAS. 


III. The Emperor William to the Emperor Nicholas. 


July 29, 1914, 6.30 p.m. : 
I have received Your telegram and I share Your desire for the conserva | 





You in my first telegram 


consider the action of Austria-Hungary as an “‘ignominious war.’’ Austria- 
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Hungary knows from experience that the promises of Servia as long as they 
are merely on paper are entirely unreliable. 

According to my opinion the action of Austria-Hungary is to be con- 
sidered as an attempt to receive full guaranty that the promises of Servia 
are effectively translated into deeds. In this opinion I am strengthened by 
the explanation of the Austrian Cabinet that Austria-Hungary intended no 
territorial gain at the expense of Servia. I am therefore of opinion that it 
is perfectly possible for Russia to remain a spectator in the Austro-Servian 
war without drawing Europe into the most terrible war it has ever seen. [ 
believe that a direct understanding is possible and desirable between Your 
Government and Vienna, an understanding which—as I have already 
telegraphed You—my Government endeavours to aid with all possible 
effort. Naturally military measures by Russia, which might be construed 
as a menace by Austria-Hungary, would accelerate a calamity which both 
of us desire to avoid and would undermine my position as mediator which 
—upon Your appeal to my friendship and aid—I willingly accepted. 


WILLIAM. 





IV. The Emperor William to the Emperor Nicholas. 


July 30, 1914, I a. m. 
My Ambassador has instructions to direct the attention of Your 


Government to the dangers and serious consequences of a mobilisation. | 
have told You the same in my last telegram. Austria-Hungary has 
mobilised only against Servia, and only a part of her army. If Russia, as 
seems to be the case, according to Your advice and that of Your Govern- 
ment, mobilises against Austria-Hungary, the part of the mediator with 
which You have entrusted me in such friendly manner and which I have 
accepted upon Your express desire, is threatened if not made impossible. 
The entire weight of decision now rests upon Your shoulders, You have to 
bear the responsibility of war or peace. 


, WILLIAM. 


V. The Emperor Nicholas to the Emperor William. 


Peterhof, July 30, 1914, 1.20 p. m. 

I thank You from my heart for Your quick reply. I am sending 
to-night Tatisheff (Russian honorary aide to the Kaiser) with instructions. 
The military measures now taking form were decided upon five days ago, 
and for the reason of defence against the preparations of Austria. I hope 
with all my heart that these measures will not influence in any manner Your 
position as mediator which I appraise very highly. We need Your strong 
pressure upon Austria so that an understanding can be arrived at with us. 


NICHOLAS. 


VI. The Emperor Nicholas to the Emperor William. 
July 31, 1914. 
I thank you cordially for Your mediation which permits the hope that 
everything may yet end peaceably. It is technically impossible to discon- 
tinue our military preparations which have been made necessary by the 
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Austrian mobilisation. It is far from us to want war. As long as the 
negotiations between Austria and Servia continue, my troops will undertake 
no provocative action. I give you my solemn word thereon. I confide 
ith all my faith in the grace of God, and I hope for the success of Your 
mediation in Vienna for the welfare of our countries and t 


he > he peace of 4 
Europe. 


Your rdially devoted | 





NICHOLAS. 


VII. The Emperor William to the Emperor Nicholas. 


July 31, 1914, 2 p. m. 

Upon Your appeal to my friendship and Your request for my aid I have 
engaged in mediation between Your Government and the Government of 
Austria-Hungary. While this action was taking place, Your troops were 
being mobilised against my ally Austria-Hungary, whereby, as I have 
already communicated to You, my mediation has become almost illusory. 
In spite of this, I have continued it, and now I receive reliable news that 
preparations for war are going on on my eastern frontier. The 
responsibility for the security of my country forces me to measures of 
defence. I have gone to the extreme limit of the possible in my effort for 
he preservation of the peace of the world. It is not I who bear the 
responsibility for the misfortune which now threatens the entire civilised 
world. It rests in your hand to avert it. No one threatens the honour 
and peace of Russia which might well have awaited the success of my medi- 
ation. The friendship for You and Your country, bequeathed to me by 
my grandfather on his deathbed, has always been sacred to me, and I have 
tood faithfully by Russia while it was in serious affliction, especially during 
its last war. The peace of Europe can still be preserved by You if Russia 
decides to discontinue those military preparations which menace Germany 


and Austria-Hungary. 
WILLIAM. 


VIII. The Emperor Nicholas to the Emperor William. 


August I, I914, 2 p.m. 

I have received Your telegram. I comprehend that You are forced to 
mobilise, but I should like to have from You the same guarantee which I 
have given You, viz., that these measures do not mean war, and that we 
hall continue to negotiate for the welfare of our two countries and the 
universal peace which is so dear to our hearts. With the aid of God it must 
I ssible for our long tried friendship to prevent the shedding of blood. 
I expect with full confidence Your urgent reply. 


NICHOLAS. 


IX. The Emperor William to the Emperor Nicholas. 
Berlin, August I, 1914. 

I thank You for Your telegram. I have shown yesterday to Your 
Government the way through which alone war may yet be averted. i 
Although I asked for a reply by to-day noon, no telegram from my Ambas- 
sador has reached me with the reply of Your Government. I therefore 
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have been forced to. mobilise my army. An immediate, clear and unmis- 
takable reply of Your Government is the sole way t » avoid endless misery. 
Until | receive this reply I am unable, to my great grief, to enter upon . 
the subject of Your telegram. I must ask most earnestly that You, 
without delay, order Your troops to commit, under no circumstances, the 


slightest violations of our frontier 








WILLIAM. 
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APPENDIX VI. 


Extracts from the “Orange Book” relating to Germany’s 
Declaration of War on Russia. 


No. 76. Note presented by the German Ambassador at St. Petersburgh. 


July 19 (August I), 7.10 p.m. 
The Imperiz es German Government have used every effort since the be- 
ginning of the « s to bring about a peaceful settlement. In compliance 
with a wish ane 4 to him by His Majesty the Emperor of Russia, the 
German Emperor had undertaken, in concert with Great Britain, the part 
f Vienna and St. Petersburgh; but 


of mediator between the Cabinets ¢ I 

Russia, without waiting for any result, proceeded to < a general mobili ation 
of her forces both on land and sea. In consequence of this threatening 
tep, which w istified by any military proceedings on the part of 





had failed to guard against this peril, they 
r existence of Germany. 
o make representation 
f Allthe Ru la and to 
Insist upon a cessation of the aforesaid i acts. Russia having 
refused to comply with (not having considered it necessary to answer*) 


this demand, and having shown by this refusal (this attitude*) that her 


Empire was faced by a grave and imminent danger. 


If the German Govern 
would have compromised the safety and 


lhe German Government were, therefore, ol 


o the Government of His Majesty the Emy 








action was directed against Germany, I have the honour, on the instruc- 
tions of my Government, to inform your Excellency as follow 

Majesty the Emperor, my august Sovereign, in the name of the 
Ge Empire, accepts the challenge, and considers himself at war with 





F. POURTALES. 


No. 77. Announcement by the Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Respecting Recent Events. 
July 20 (August 2), 1914. 
vents of the last few days having appeared 
ian Minister for Foreign Affairs considers it 


ing brief account of the diplomatic discussions 





On tl roth (23rd July 1914, the Austro-Hungarian Minister at 
Belgrade presented a note to the Prime Minister of Servia, in which the 





i ( Die 
pel in Government were accused of having fostered the pan-Serb move- 
m ich had led to the assassination of the heir to the Austro-Hungarian 
thi \ustria-Hungary, therefore, demanded of the Servian Govern- 
n not only the condemnation in the most formal manner of the above- 
mentioned propaganda, but also the ad ption, under Au trian upe rvision, 
ol ries of asures for the discovery of the plot, for the punishment 

7 rds in brackets occur in t! riginal. It must be supposed that two variations 
had | 1 redina ance, 1 t t, by m take, th re both inserted in the note. 
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of any Servian subjects who had taken part in it, and for the prevention 
assassination upon Austrian soil. A time limit 


of any future attempts at 
given to the Servian Government within which 


of forty-eight hours was 
to reply to this note. 

The Russian Government, to whom the Austro-Hungarian Ambassador 
at St. Petersburgh had communicated the text of the note seventeen hours 
after its presentation at Bel le, having taken note of the demands 
contained therein, could not but perceive that some of these demands were 
impossible of « as regards their substance, whilst others were 
presented in a form which was incompatible with the dignity of an inde- 
pendent State. Russia considered that the humiliation of Servia, involved 
in these demands, and equally the evident intention of Austria-Hungary 
to secure her own hegemony in the Balkans, which underlay her conditions, 
were inadmissible. The Russian Government, therefore, pointed out to 
Austria-Hungary in the most friendly manner that it would be desirable 
to re-examine the points contained in the Austro-Hungarian note. The 
Austro-Hungarian Government did not see their way to agree to a dis- 
TI erating influence of the four Powers at 


YTa 





cussion of the note. The mod 
Vienna was equally unsuccessful. 

Despite the fact that Servia had reprobated the crime, and had shown 
herself ready to give Austria satisfaction to an extent beyond the expecta- 
of Russia, but also of the other Powers—despite the facts, 
ngarian Minister at Belgrade considered the Servian reply 
insufficient and left the town. 

Recognising the exaggerated nature of the demands made by Austria, 
Russia had previously declared that she could not remain indifferent, while 
not desisting from doing her utmost to find a peaceful issue which might 
prove acceptable to Austria, and spare the latter’s self-respect as a Great 
Power. At the same time Russia let it be clearly understood that she 
could accept a peaceful settlement of the question only so far as it involved 
no humiliation of Servia as an independent State. Unhappily all the 
efforts of the Russian Government to this end were fruitless. The Austro- 
Hungarian Government, which had shunned any attempt at conciliatory 
intervention by the Powers in the Austrian dispute with Servia, proceeded 
to mobilise and declared war officially against Servia, and the following day 
Belgrade was bombarded. The manifesto which accompanied the declara- 
ti f war openly accuses Servia of having prepared and carried out -the 
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crime of Serajevo. Such an accusation of a crime at common law, launched 
against a whole people and a whole State, aroused, by its evident inanity, 
widespread sympathy for Servia throughout all classes of European society. 


In consequence of this behaviour of the Austro-Hungarian Government, 
in spite of Russia’s declaration that she could not remain indifferent to the 
fate of Servia, the Russian Government considered it necessary to order 
mobilisation in the military districts of Kieff, Odessa, Moscow, and Kazan. 
This decision was rendered necessary by the fact that since the date when 
the Austro-Hungarian note was communicated to the Servian Government, 
and since the first steps taken by Russia, five days had elapsed, and yet the 
Vienna Cabinet had not taken one step to meet Russia half-way in her 
efforts towards peace. Indeed, quite the contrary; for the mobilisation of 
half of the Austro-Hungarian army had been ordered. 

The German Government were kept informed of the steps taken by 
Russia. At the same time it was explained to them that these steps were 
only the result of the Austrian preparations, and that they were not in an 
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way aimed at Germany. Simultaneously, the Russian Government de- 
clared that Russia was ready to continue discussions with a view to a 
peaceful settlement of the dispute, either in the ferm of direct negotiations 
with Vienna or, as suggested by Great Britain, in the form of a conference ( 
of the four Great Powers not directly interested, that is to say, Great 
Britain, srwst Germany, and Italy. 

This attempt on the part of Russia was, however, equally unsuccessful. 
Austria- Saneney declined a further exchange of views with Russia, and 
the Vienna Cabinet was unwilling to join the proposed conference of the 
Powers. | 

Nevertheless Russia did not abandon her efforts for peace. When 
questioned by the German Ambassador as to the conditions on which we 
would still agree to suspend our preparations, the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs declared that these conditions were Austria’s recognition that the 
Austro-Serbian question had assumed a European character, and a decla- 
ration by her that she agreed not to insist upon such of her demands as 
were incompatible with the sovereign rights of Servia. 

Germany considered this Russian proposal unacceptable to Austria- 
Hungary. At that very moment news of the proclamation of general 
mobilisation by Austria-Hungary reached St. Petersburgh. 

All this time hostilities were continuing on Servian territory, and 
Belgrade was bombarded afresh. 

The failure of our proposals for peace Eee us to extend the scope 
of our precautionary military measure: 

The Berlin Cabinet questioned us on 1 this, and we replied that Russia 
was compelled to begin preparations so as to be ready for every emergency. 

But while taking ‘this precautionary step, Russia did not on that account 
abandon her strenuous efforts to find some solution of the situation, and 
she announced that she was ready to accept any proposed settlement of the 
problem that might be put forward, provided it complied with the condi- 
tions laid down by her. 

In spite of this conciliatory communication, the German Government 
on the 18th (31st) July demanded of the Russian Government that they 
should suspend their military measures by midday on the 19th July (ist 
August), and threatened, should they fail to comply, to proceed to general 
mobilisation. 

On the following day, the 19th July (1st August), the German Ambas- 

idor, on behalf of his Government, forwarded a declaration of war to the | 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
SAZONOF. 


No. 78. Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Russian Representatives 
Abroad. 
(Telegram.) 
St. Petersburgh, July 20 (August 2), 1914. 

It is eee evident that Germany is now doing her utmost to foist upon 
ul the sponsibility for the rupture. We were ‘forced to mobilise by the 
immense responsibility which would have fallen upon our shoulders if we é Q 
had not taken all possible precautionary measures at a time when Austria, 
while confining herself to discussions of a dilatory nature, was bombarding 
Belgrade and was undertaking general mobilisation. 
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The Emperor of Russia had promised the German Emperor that he 
would take no aggressive action as long as the discussions with Austria 
continued. With such a guarantee, and after so many proofs of Russia's 
desire for peace, Germany neither could, nor had the right to, doubt our 
declaration that we would joyfully accept any peaceful settlement com- 
patible with the dignity and independence of Servia. Any other solution, 
besides being incompatible with our own dignity, would assuredly have 
upset the European balance of power by securing the hegemony of Ger- 
many. The European—nay, the world-wide character of this dispute 
is infinitely more important than the pretext from which it springs. By 
her decision to declare war upon us, at a moment when negotiations were 
in progress between the Powers, Germany has assumed a heavy respon- 


sibility. 
SAZONOF. 
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